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The Preacher's Prayer 
By H. K. Bentley 
O GOD, forbid that when Thy Word I 
preach, 
My _— — harden those I seek to 


Or, when he “Thine own children I would 
teach 
Some liberating truth, should leave the 


slave 

Word-wise but strengthless, and more hope- 
less s' 

Through vain endeavours of his alpen oe, 


Better I should not preach, than that I should, 
In preaching, add responsibility, 
Without that quickening Life that makes 
the food 


I may give out become vitality. 
The letter kills! O God, let me not be 
The murderer of those Thou sendest me! 


Nay, Lord, but grant me first Thy truth to 
know. 

May all its power in my life first be seen, 
That I, like my Good Shepherd, e’er may go 
Before my flock into the pastures green. 
Lord, — Thy Word, from Thine. own 


heart, through mine, 
To each of theirs, instinct with power divine. 


Welcoming Our Trials 


Have we thanked God yet for that 
sharp, unexpected trial that has come so 
suddenly into our life? It is God’s mes- 
senger, calling us to claim new and greater 
blessing just because of it. Even if, like 
Paul, a “messenger of Satan” has been 
allowed to attack us, we may be sure that 
God’s perfect wisdom and love have per- 
mitted this. Paul found a blessing in his 
“fiery trial” when, after having poured out 
his heart in prayer three times “that it 
might depart from me,” the trial continued. 
But the Lord Jesus. himself spoke such a 


message of comfort and assurance to Paul, 
because of this trial, that not only Paul 
shouted for joy but the whole Church of 
Christ has been rejoicing in that message 
for almost two millenniums. Ernest Wads- 
worth said in a prayer conference: “Trials 
make the promises sweet; trials keep us 


- at the feet of Jesus; trials deepen our life 


of prayer.” This is all blessedly true: a 
trinity of fresh blessings in every trial. 
Let us join Paul in his shout of thanks- 
giving and triumph: “Most gladly there- 
fore will I rather glory in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 


2 
The Rubber Yardstick 


“What is truth?” A man of the world, 
Pilate, asked the question of the Son of 
God. Had Pilate really wanted to know 
the answer, and had he been willing to 
receive the truth and live by it at any cost, 
we may be sure the Saviour of the world 
would have opened this Roman ruler’s 
heart to life eternal. For “grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ”; he alone could say, 
“IT am the truth.” As Christ the Incarnate 
Word is truth, so also is the Written Word. 
Only in Christ and the Bible can men 
know absolute and unchanging truth. “Sci- 


ence” boasts that it seeks only the truth, 
and: that it follows the truth at any cost, 
—and all the while the majority of sci- 
entists, and much science, are in hopeless 
opposition to God’s Word and his Son. 
The errors of science through the centuries 
would fill volumes. The conclusions of 
science are as shifting as the sands of the 
sea, as unreliable as quicksands, for much 
science is only “the wisdom of this world” 
which God tells us he has “made foolish.” 
Scientists are continually attempting to cor- 
rect the mistakes of earlier generations of 
scientists, even their own mistakes of a 
decade ago. Yet we frequently hear that 
we may now believe this or that statement 
in the Word of God because science has 
proved that it is true! A reader of the 
Times, in a letter of appreciation, made 
the challenging remark: “To attempt to 
check the Word of God by ‘science’ is like 
trying to use a rubber yardstick to deter- 
mine the accuracy of the Bureau of Stand- 
ards measure in Washington.” True science 
is, of course, always in accordance with 
God’s Word. The finest scientists have 
humbly acknowledged their dependence upon 
God’s Word. Science can never pass judg- 
ment upon the Bible; but when the. “dis- 
coveries” of science agree with the Word, 
we know that they are true. 


% 


Out of the Limelight into the Light 


of this century, was the glory of 
the Danish stage. She was born to 
the profession, her father having been an 
actor, and in the tenderest years of child- 
hood she appeared in appropriate rdles. 
She loved the stage. In her reminiscences 
she dwells in happy memory on her con- 
tacts with the great Eleanora Duse. She 
remembers the nobler phases of the pro- 
fession while at the same time revealing 
with unflinching honesty its seamy sides. 
When God called her to a life of Chris- 
tian testimony the Danish critic Eduard 
Brandes said of her: “Few realize what 
the Danish theater has lost in this rare 
actress,— shrewd, artistic, thoughtful, witty, 
satirical, ravishing in her naturalness.” 
Such roles as La Dame aux Camélias, 
Trilby, Ophelia, Juliet (with Adam Poul- 
sen as Romeo) are a tradition of Copen- 
hagen life. When she played Salome in 
Oscar Wilde’s piece, kissing the bloody 
head of John the Baptist under her cape, 
women swooned all over the theater. 
It was a career which represented the 
very quintessence of worldliness. When 


A‘: LARSSEN, in the first decade 


the break came it was sharp and complete, 
and one that cost everything. 

Her mother, who had been for years 
without religious interest, was suddenly 
transformed by the grace of God, and the 
daughter recognized from her life that 
here was no merely theoretical conversion. 
Then came the fire of revival in Wales, 
and its appearance in Scandinavia in the 
ministry of Mr. Barrett. Anna Larssen 
attended these meetings and her heart was 
touched. 

When she got home she knelt down in 
her room and said: “Lord Jesus, I believe 
you are my Saviour and that the blood 
cleanseth me from all my sins. Now I 
surrender myself to thee and thou mayest 
do with my life what thou wilt.” 

“And God accepted me,” she writes, “and 
did his work in my heart, erased my sins, 
and gave me the new life. ‘As many as 


received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God.’ I sprang up, 
cried and laughed at the same time, clap- 
ped my hands in wonder and jubilant joy, 
and paced up and down the room, thank- 
ing God. The miracle. had happened... I 
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had found my heavenly Father. I noticed 
‘that his love streamed through my whole 
being.” 

When she went on to the stage that 
‘evening she realized how actual the change 
in her was. The theater had become re- 
pellant. Certain ironical references to re- 
ligious things in the play wounded her 
as never previously. She felt impelled to 
witness to her theatrical colleagues, but 
was restrained by an unconquerable em- 
barrassment. Then in prayer with Pastor 
Barrett she received a filling of the Spirit 
for witness. It was as a sea of light and 
warmth passing over her, and on the way 
back to the theater the experience con- 
tinued. Now she had courage. She in- 
vited her stage-friends to a meeting in her 
villa. They came from the Royal Theater 
and from private theaters to sit close packed 
in her rooms. One actress, Anna Lewani, 
who had been a hater of God and had 
actually cursed him, was converted in this 
meeting. She became a close spiritual 
friend of Anna Larssen in the time of 
testing that was to come, and eventually 
entered mission work in Ceylon. 

Of another actor here converted, Cajus 
Bruun, she writes that he had a distinct 
call from God to leave the theater but felt 
that he must continue until he had cleared 
some debts. He went to a clergyman in 
the state church for advice and was told 
to abide in his calling for the time being. 
This he did. “I talked with him many 
times and he related how he had often 
seen tthe eyes. of Jesus when he was on 
the point of going on to the stage. He 
never came to complete quiet of mind, but 





This editorial is based on “Teater og Tempel, 
Livserindringer,” by Anna Larssen Bjérner. 
(Hirschprungs Forlag, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Not translated.) 
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nevertheless died in the faith and never 
failed to witness to his Saviour when he 
had opportunity. He did not attain the 
highest which God had for him on earth 
because he followed ‘sound reason’ when 
God called, instead of stepping out in faith.” 

But this is just what Anna Larssen did. 

At first, indeed, she sought to live the 
Christian life in her profession. She was 
playing “The Lady of the Camelias” with 
Anna Lewani. The two new-born kept 
together in the dressing room. Before the 
beginning of the play they would kneel 
together in prayer. If others were around 
they would pray in silence before their 
mirrors. After the performance they would 
go home together to keep themselves sep- 
arate from the old spirit of worldliness. 
With a fresh anointing from on high came 
the direct admonition to abandon a pro- 
posed tour in Finland. The-conviction that 
she must cut loose from the theater became 
more and more insistent to Anna Larssen. 
But then she was bound for a year, and 
a fine of 20,000 crowns (about $5,000) 
awaited her if she broke contract. 

The directors of the Royal Theater were 
greatly disturbed at the prospect’ of losing 
their great actress. They induced her to 
go to a nerve clinic for observation and 
rest. She was glad to go. The clever 
specialist was the soul of kindness. He 
urged her to think what it would mean 
to those she loved if she should leave the 
theater. “These wonderful gifts were God- 
given. Did not the Bible say that every 
one should stay in the calling in which 
he was called?” When he talked of art 
she replied with Jesus Christ. At last in 
irritation he cried out, “But you have no 
idea what Fru Larssen signifies for the 
Danish stage.” “And you, Herr Profes- 


(Continued on page 46) 
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Ralph Norton's Favorite Tract 


In a recent lesson article President Mc- 
Quilkin referred to a very fine tract, “The 
Reason. Why.” The story of the tract, 
as Dr. McQuilkin gave it, is an interesting 
one: 


Some years ago, the proprietor of a large 
business in New Zealand heard a Sunday 
night sermon on the thirty-third chapter 
of Ezekiel. A few nights later, the busi- 
ness man heard Dr. Wilbur Chapman speak 
on the same subject. The next day, Chap- 
man and Alexander, who were holding their 
famous evangelistic campaign there, con- 
ducted a meeting in this business establish- 

ment. At the close, the proprietor, an ear- 
nest Christian, arose and told the employees 
that Ezekiel thirty-three was God’s message 
to him about his responsibility for their 
souls. “It is years,” he said, “since I ac- 
cepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour, 
and yet I have spoken personally to only 
a few of you.” To discharge that respon- 
sibility, he wrote out for them the reason 
he was a Christian. The message to these 
employees was later printed in a thirty-two 
page leaflet, “The Reason Why,” ' which 
became one of the most fameus and most 
greatly used tracts among the soldiers dur- 
ing the World War. It was Ralph Norton’s 
favorite tract. Four million conies of “The 
Reason Why” have been published. 


President _McQuilkin has received the 
following letter: 


I noticed your mention of the leaflet, “The 
Reason Why,” which has been so widely 
distributed. Ever since I read in THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t Times Mrs. Norton’s three 
articles about the iast days of Mr. Ralph 
Norton and of the tract he distributed to 
the very last I have been 
where it is published. 


I certainly would not want to be without 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Times. It is very 
valuable in the preparation of the Sunday 
school lesson. 1 enjoy particularly the 
“Approach to the Lesson,” “Sentence Sum- 
maries of Lesson Truths,” “Questions for 
Teacher and Class,” and “The Illustration 
Round Table.” I desire to express to you 
my sincere gratitude for the splendid 
thoughts and suggestions which your “The 
Lesson as a Whole” gives me every week. 
I should have done this long ago. 


The three articles about Mr. Norton to 
which the reader refers were published 
something over a year ago (Nov. 15, 24, 
and Dec. 1, 1934). In these articles Mrs. 
Norton told of Mr. Norton’s Home-going, 
and in describing a visit to him in his hos- 
pital room she wrote: 


wishing I knew 


“How struck I was to see on the window 
sill his faithful pile of copies of the tract, 
‘The Reason Why,’ with which he had ar- 
rived at the hospital! Since returning to Bel- 
gium, he had undertaken a special ministry, 
in his daily walks, of putting a copy of 
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this little book in the cars parked along 
the way. Up to:the very end, when he 
could with difficulty walk a‘ few squares, 
he yet faithfully fulfilled this ministry.” 


In her biography of Mr. Norton, 
wrote again of this tract: 

“A booklet which Mr. Norton had long 
considered as the most valuable of all, was 
‘The Reason Why,’ written by his friend 
Robert Laidlaw of Auckland, New Zea- 
land, at the time of the evangelistic cam- 
paign of Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and Mr. 
Charles M. Alexander on the island. Mr. 
Norton had secured permission from Mr. 
Laidlaw and funds to finance the publishing 
of an edition of this booklet for distribution 
to the English soldiers. Later on when 
the work opened up amongst French and 
Flemish speaking soldiers, this same kind 
friend made possible a large edition in these 
two tongues. By 1922 Mr. Norton could 
report that he had put into circulation 750,- 
000 of this valuable booklet.” 

The booklet has been translated 
several other languages, and has 
greatly. blessed of God. Copies of 
English may be obtained at 3 cents each, 
30 cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred, from 
the Christian Life Literature Fund, 506 
Commonwealth Building, Twelfth and 
Chestnut Streets, Philadelphia. 


a 
Saluting the Flag 


There has recently been considerable dis- 
cussion relative to’ saluting the American 
flag, and. pledging allegiance to the flag 
and. country for which it stands. I had 
always been of the opinion that we should 
salute the American flag and pledge alle- 
giance to the flag and country. Will you 
please give me your opinion, and why we 
should or should not? I want to bring this 
before the boys in my Sunday school class. 
—A Pennsylvania teacher. 


Saluting the flag as an expression of 


she 


into 
been 
it in 


~ honor and respect for the government would 


seem to be in accordance with the Scrip- 
turally directed duty of Christians. “Let 
every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of 
God: the powers that be are ordained of 
God. . . . Render therefore to all their 
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; cus- 
tom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; 
honour to whom honour” (Rom. 13:1, 7). 
“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake: whether it be 
to the king, as supreme; or unto governors, 


“as unto them that are sent by him for the 


punishmert of evildoers, and for the praise 
of them that do well. For so is the will 
of God, that with well doing ye may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men. .. . 
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honour the king” (1 Pet. 2: 
13-17). 

Of course, if any human government 
should ask the individual citizen to do some- 
thing contrary to God’s revealed will, one’s 
duty is plain, as the Scripture shows: “We 
ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 
5:29). But, unless a matter of wrongdo- 
ing is involved, honor and allegiance to 
the government, whether represented by the 
flag or by governmental officials, is the 
Christian’s duty. 


1“Ralph Norton and the Belgian Gospel Mis- 
sion.” May be.ordered -from the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadel- 
phia, at $2. 
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A :thitty-year-old national movement that is growing today 


Enthusiastic Christian Endeavorers in Hungary 
By Edith F. Norton 























visited, Sunday, July 14, being spent 

there. As I journeyed about ‘this 
fascinatingly beautiful city, I noticed in the 
trams advertising signs announcing the 
International Christian ‘Endeavor Conven- 
tion to be held in Budapest August 2-7. 
I rubbed my eyes, and rubbed ‘them harder 
when I was shown ‘the great Hungarian 
Reformed churches of ‘the capital, and was 
informed of the great crowds that gather 
there Sunday by Sunday to:hear the Gos- 
pel. The Reformed and Lutheran Churches 
are the oldest Protestant: bodies in the land 
and the largest numerically, the Reformed 
standing first in this respect. Hungary, 
with her shrunken area since the treaty 
of Trianon, now numbers but 8,000,000 
population, but of these there are 2,500,000 
Protestants, a proportion ‘four times as 
great as. in Belgium; so it seemed to me 
that I was almost in a Protestant land, 
and what a contrast to the*benighted region 
of the Balkans and of Turkey! I was 
also informed that all Christian activities 
were humming, pulsing with life and seeing 
constant growth and progress. I was as- 


B visite, was the next capital 


- sured that the spiritual leadership in these 


churches was sound, and that modernism 
had no place in their ranks; one can ‘hope 
that this is indeed .the case, 


One of the Greatest Jewish Centers 


In no place in the European countries 
visited have I witnessed so much enthu- 
siasm. on the part of the Protestant workers. 
Budapest is one of the great Jewish centers 
of the world, with one-third of her mil- 
lion population Jewish. They ‘largely con- 
trol the banks and the press of the metrop- 
olis and seem not to be so ‘badly off av 
the rest of the population, largely due to 
their spirit of co-operation. In the ‘ter- 
rible three months after the war -when, 
under Bela Kun, the Communist régime 
was enforced and -only put down at the 
price of. much bloodshed, the Jews were 
largely identified with this movement and 
suffered retaliatory measures afterward at 
the hands of the Hungarian populace. ‘Now 
apparently all are again at peace in this 
respect, although some assert that anti- 
Semitism is again.on the increase. Com- 
munism is not making much “headway at 
present despite the deplorable economic 
plight of this poor people. -Both ‘the Scot- 
tish and Norwegian Jewish Missions are 
at work here. 

On Sunday evening I had the privilege 
of addressing a-gathering df 150 Christian 
Endeavorers; “Bethania” ‘the movement 
is called in Hungary. The ‘General Sec- 
retary of the Christian ‘Endeavor move- 
ment for the land is the Rev. Stephen 
Sallay, and it was ‘he who -presided at 
the meeting, while my interpreter was 
Professor Victor Janos, or John Victor 
in English rendering, the head of all Sun- 
day school work in Hungary. iI was 
amazed to see such a turn-out ‘for a July 





How large an attendance could be ex- 
pected at a Sunday evening Christian 
Endeavor service in the United States 
in the middle of July? It is often so 
small that many societies hold no 
meetings at all during July and August. 
Mrs. Norton got a surprise when she 
was invited to speak to a gathering of 
Christian Endeavorers in Budapest one 
Sunday night last summer. What she 
saw seems to be typical of the whole 
Hungarian movement, which in that 
country is called “ Bethania.” This is 
the concluding article in Mrs. Norton’s 
series, which has given such a clear 
picture of Christian work in South- 
eastern Europe. 








evening, and I am afraid unflattering 
thoughts concerning our many tepid Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies in America flitted 
through my head as I noted the numbers 
and their eager and joyous enthusiasm and 
the spontaneity of their response to the 
message and the messenger. While the 
youth of Hungary in common with the youth 
of all countries is turning to the Utopia 
of political reform, as a door of escape 
from present intolerable conditions, yet one 
could not but rejoice that here in this 
much-tried land, 5,000 of their number were 
manifesting such eager adherence to the 
principles of Christian living and service. 
This movement seems to be no perfunctory 
one, and these young people and adults are 
lovingly devoted to the person of Christ 
as well as eager in his service. The move- 
ment was begun in 1903, among adults, and 
it is only the last ten years that have seen 
the emphasis put upon the element of youth. 
There are 1,700 actual members of the 
societies beside the 3,800 attendants, and 
the membership is constantly growing and 
the spirit deepening. They were all agog 
over the coming of the World’s Christian 
Endeavor Union for its ninth convention 
at Budapest, and I thought that the enthu- 
siasm of these Hungarian Bethania would 
surprise some of the foreign delegates. 
Hungary’s Creed 

The sorrow of Hungary from her dis- 
memberment since the war is poignant and 
is manifested in many ways. In Liberty 
Square the central flower plot is planted 
to represent the existing area of the coun- 
try, surrounded by the seventy-two per 
cent of her territories that were cut away 
from her and handed over to her neigh- 
bors. In the center of the square stands 
a flagstaff with flag constantly at half- 
mast, About are groups of statuary per- 
petuating the beloved lost provinces, In 
all the trams are placards bearing Hun- 
gary’s creed, which is also recited daily in 
the schools by the children. It reads: 


1. I believe in one God. 
2. I believe in one Homeland. 


3. I believe in one Divine Eternal Right- 
-eousness, 


-@. Ibelieve in the resurrection of Hungary. 


Vienna was to be the last stage of my 
journey in these countries of Eastern 
Europe, and one needed only to cross Hun- 
gary’s frontier to be conscious that one 
was again in a land where Rome is in the 
ascendancy. Religious liberty is one of 
the fundamental laws of the Austrian Re- 
public, and during Socialist régime this 
was more or less observed; for example, 
the Salvation Army was permitted to hold 
its habitual open-air meetings. But with 
the coming of the Christian-Socialist 
régime, which meant the domination of 
Rome, this privilege was denied. Chan- 
cellor Dolfuss was an ardent Roman Cath- 
olic, as is the present Chancellor, and the 
Roman Catholic Cardinal and his satellites 
form the power behind the throne in Aus- 
tria today, which means that the small 
Protestant body works at ever greater dis- 
advantage. In more than a figurative sense 
the Roman Catholic party is the power 
behind the throne, for it is they who are 
working so energetically to restore the 
bigoted Hapsburg monarchy; perhaps by 
the time this is read, the restoration may 
have already taken place; if so, it will be 
a triumph for the Roman Catholic hierarchy 
and a signal defeat for the evangelical 
forces. 


Turning to Protestantism 


The Protestants in Austria number only 
a little over three per cent of the present 
population of close to 7,000,000, Almost 
as large a percentage of the population 
are Jews. Dr. Jaguemar, Superintendent 
of the City Mission in Vienna, related: to 
me the very interesting fact that, despite 
the present emphasis upon “Catholic Aus- 
tria” and the efforts made to keep the 
Catholics within the ancient fold, there 
were 25,000 who turned to Protestantism 
during the year 1934. These converts are 
made to pass a probation of three months 
before being received into church member- 
ship. He told me that many of the in- 
telligentsia were being attracted to Prot- 
estantism. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society 
are here at work and can report an annual - 
sale of Scriptures of about 33,000 copies; 
however, the political unrest is making 
more difficult the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures. At their depot in Vienna they even 
received threats to blow up their build- 
ing, as it was hinted it was a Jewish con- 
cern, There are 200,000 Jews in Vienna 
alone. The Lutheran Church is the strong- 
est and oldest Protestant body and the Re- 
formed Church comes second. The Meth- 
odists, Baptists, and Congregationalists are 
also represented. The Lutherans are aided 
by the State, but are not a State church. 
They report as a token of encouragement 
the opening recently of many small parishes 
in Vienna, apart from the older centers. 
They are permitted to carry on work in 
prisons, hospitals, and among the other 


(Continued on page 39) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 











By Ernest Gordon 
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Ethiopia.—The article by the Pope 

in Civiltaé Cattolica throws much light 
on the Abyssinian situation. He asks for 
an Italian mandate over Abyssinia and 
warns the League of Nations that if this 
is not granted greater disturbances in 
Europe impend and perhaps in the world 
at large. Italy’s demands are declared 
right and reasonable and Catholics in Eng- 
land and France are called upon to support 
them. 

Evidently Roman Catholicism has inter- 
ests at stake in this raid on an inoffensive 
people. It hopes to incorporate the Abys- 
sinian church and people into its organism. 
The Italianization of East Africa has been 
accompanied by a campaign of suppression 
of evangelical missions. Bible selling has 
been debarred from Tripoli. The Swedish 
mission in Eritrea has been suppressed and 
its work in Italian Somaliland greatly crip- 
pled in spite of treaty rights. The work 
of Catholic missions has been favored, — 
missions of Italian Capuchins, Lazarists, 
and the rest. The intrigues of the Catholic 
Church havé brought to it a similarly 
favored ‘position in the Belgian Congo 
and the Portuguese colonies of Angola 
and Mozambique. A Catholic Africa with 
the Primate at Carthage is the objective. 

The threat of “greater disturbances in 
Europe” suggests that the Italian stiletto, 
dipped in, clerical poison, may be really 
aimed at the heart of England. In an 
illuminating article in the Nya Dagligt 
Allehanda of Stockholm (Oct. 25) Neander 
Nillson intimates as much. After showing 
how Italy has, under Mussolini, abandoned 
the traditional policy of friendship with 
England, he goes on to say: “Back of 
Fascism and within it is another power 
at work which is causing great difficulties 
to England. That power is the Catholic 
Church. It is enough to say that if one 
does not take the Catholic Church into 
account the Mediterranean policy of Fas- 
cism cannot be understood and consequently 
the conflict with Abyssinia either.” 

Abyssinians are backward and unpriv- 
ileged people, yet their conduct contrasts 
favorably with that of the Vatican. Mr. 
Hawariat in his statement, in behalf of the 
Emperor, to the outside world said: “As 
a Christian people we aspire only to peace 
and amity with all nations. Menaced now 
with violation of our national integrity 
we have given proof of patience and humil- 
ity. Although the air was full of words 
of war and machines of death, when the 
threat of conflict swept over Ethiopia the 
Ethiopian people spent twenty-four hours 
in prayer to justify themselves before God 
as they wished to justify themselves be- 
fore men.” 


‘Tee Shadow of Catholicism in 


A new evangelical movement in East- 
ern Poland has grown up since 1921, and 
Dr. Albert Peel in the British Weekly tells 
of a visit to England of a group of its 


authorized representatives. These Chris- 
tians are organized into The Union of 
Churches of Christ, — 300 little churches 
with 25,000 people in full membership and 
many mission stations. The government 
favors them, looking on them as a break- 
water against Russian Communism. “There 
are two armies in Eastern Poland to re- 
sist Communism,” said a Polish general 
to the President of this Union. “One is 
a military force, but that cannot be relied 





Rome and the Bible 
in India 





Dr. McPhail speaks of an awak- 
ening among the Santals of North 
India. “These people,” he says, 
“are alive to the difference between 
Rome and the Gospel. They say: 
‘If you wish to become Christians 
choose carefully your leaders,— 
those who blindfold you first, or 
those who lead you with eyes open. 
Our missionaries give us the Bible 
to read, the priests do not.’”’ 


“A month or two ago,” wrote 
A. Soutar, ‘I had some days’ meet- 
ing with a small group of Christian 
men who live in the heart of a Ro- 
man Catholic community. It was 
most refreshing to be with them. 
To hear from their own lips the 
story of their conversion made one 
praise God for the life-giving power 
of the Scriptures. One after another 
was brought into the assurance of 
sins forgiven through personal, in- 
dividual contact with the Word of 
God. ‘How did it happen?’ I 
asked the oldest among them. ‘I 
used to watch,’ said he, ‘the low- 
caste converts going past my house 
with their Bibles. Secretly I bor- 
rowed a Bible from one of them. 
Secretly I read and re-read the 
Gospel story and the light broke 
in.” Another said, ‘It was through 
reading Acts 4:12 that I was 
delivered.’ ” 











upon, for sixty per cent are themselves 
infected with Communism. The other is 
Christ’s army, and that can be trusted.” 
This movement runs from the Baltic to 
the Black Sea. In World Dominion is 
a statement of K. J. Jaroszewicz, its leader. 
He says that forty district conferences 
recently held were attended by 100,000 peo- 
ple, of whom thousands decided to be 
Christians. Most of the 300 preachers earn 
their livelihood at farm, shop, or factory, 


and preach in the evenings and on Sundays. 
People will wait overnight to hear the 
message promised next day and listen in 
relays. The movement is stirring the whole 
nation. Almost as soon as a Bible teach- 
ing course by correspondence was launched 
a thousand young men enrolled themselves, 
and then proceeded to agitate for a Bible 
institute where they could be trained for 
Gospel work. The greatest need is Chris- 
tian literature and pre-eminently Scripture. 
“It is difficult to convey in words the hun- 
ger which pervades all classes for religious 
reading after centuries of deprivation. This 
hunger gives the Russian atheists an op- 
portunity and they are flooding the country 
with anti-God literature. There have been 
occasions when I have divided my own 
New Testament to give a single Gospel 
from it to several people and even 
divided it into leaves for crowds who beg- 
ged for some part of the Word of God. 
On dark and stormy nights Russians cross 
into Poland to beg for copies of Scrip- 
tures.” 


A letter from a worker in the Polish 


movement: “At one village, on hearing 
that we were coming to hold a meeting, 
a band of men agreed to stone us and cast 
us out. <A girl who. had heard of their 
conspiracy came and -warned us not to 
come. Then to my memory came the 
words of the apostle Paul: ‘None of these 
things move me, neither count I my life 
dear unto myself, so that I might finish 
my course with joy, and the ministry, 
which I have received of the Lord Jesus, 
to testify the gospel of the grace of God.’ 
Ercouraged by these words we decided to 
go. The house was full to overflowing, 
and among the congregation were those 
who had plotted to stone us. When they 
heard the preaching, the Word of God 
pierced their hearts and some of them cried 
like little children. At the close they all 
shook hands with us and asked us to come 
again. We sold them several New Testa- 
ments and Bibles.” 


Corroborations of Scripture. — The 
British Association of 1935 was again 
marked by a contemptuous attack on Dar- 
winism, this time led by Professor Mac- 
Bride who described natural selection as 
“a complete fraud.” “All the attacks of 
Darwin’s opponents on this interpretation 
were justified. They were just as true 
fifty years ago as they are now. The rea- 
son why they did not prevail then was a 
phychological one. Darwin’s ‘Origin of 
Species’ coincided with a general feeling 
of revolt against a tradition of authority. 
The young members of the community re- 
garded it as'a splendid stick with which 
to beat Moses.” Exactly! 

The fragment of a new Gospel which 
Messrs. Bell and Skeat of the British Mu- 
seum have published is the oldest manu- 
script of Christian literature found up to 
the present time. It is assigned to A. D. 
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150. The editors are not certain of its 
dependence on the Gospel of John, but 
Professor Goodspeed insists that of this 
there is no doubt. The conclusion he draws 
is of the highest importance. He writes 
(in The Living Church), “The document 
before us is in fact based directly upon 
the four canonical Gospels and contains 
little besides. This clothes it with a very 
decided significance, for it means that the 
Fourfold Gospel was known by A. D. 150.” 
Professor Goodspeed’s conclusion, that “our 
Gospels were united into a quartette prob- 
ably about A. D. 125,” were better stated 
if he had said “not later than A. D. 125.” 
How much earlier is guesswork. There is 
no reason why it should not be placed 
very early, since present opinion tends to 
the view that all the Gospels were written 
before A. D. 70. 

The pottery found at Jericho gives an 
indication of the date of the fall of that 
city. Forty-three tombs were opened and 
2,818 pieces found. Of these, 891 were of the 
immediate pre-Hyksos period, and 1,012 of 
the Hyksos. Then came 801 from the 
sixteenth century B. C., and 320 from the 
fifteenth. Of the later bronze period only 
seven were found. This sudden drop syn- 
chronizes with the time which Professor 
Garstang assigns for the destruction of the 


; city, that is, about 1407 B. C. 


Archbishop Soederblom as Teacher of 
Romanism.—Le Christianisme au X Xiéme 
Siécle prints an interesting letter from the 
widow of the late Archbishop Soederblom, 
primate of the Swedish National Church, 
regarding the late queen of the Belgians. 
Queen Astrid. was of course brought up 
in the Lutheran Church, but when she was 
chosen to be the Queen of Belgium it was 
insisted that she transfer her allegiance to 
the Church of Rome. This she did as 
easily as one would shift from a cloth coat 
into a sealskin. “Her destiny exacted it,” 
explains Mme. Soederblom. Then this 
extraordinary statement follows: “It was 
my husband, the Archbishop Nathan Soe- 
derblom, who gave her her education in 
Roman Catholicism. He did it with joy,* 
such was the largeness of soul of this 
fervent Lutheran who ever taught that God 
is above human: schism.” 

So we have a Protestant pastor teaching 
a young woman Romanism for reasons of 
state. Such is the fruit of Modernist rel- 
ativity. There is no fixed truth. : Every- 
thing is as one experiences it. 

What did it profit poor Astrid, misled 
by the very one who should have warned 
and instructed her! I listened to the trans- 
mission of her funeral service in Sainte 
Gudule in Brussels, —to the cathedral bells 
clanging like Tartar gongs, to the uncanny 
and barbaric wailings of the choir, to the 
hoarse, long-drawn-out moanings of the 
mass, and thought of the simple Christian 
service with the lovely hymns of Scan- 
dinavia and reading of Scripture which 
would have been hers if she had been laid 
away in her own home churchyard. 

And what did it profit another daughter 
of Protestantism, Princess Eina, the child 
of Queen Victoria, who to attain the Span- 
ish throne repudiated her Protestant Chris- 
tian birthright? The throne is gone, she 
is a fugitive from Spain, cast off by her 
royal husband himself who, for this divorce, 
obtained a special dispensation from the 
Vatican. 
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Heathenism in Germany.—Dr. W. 
Laible says of the German New Heathen 
(Allg. Evang. Luth. Kirchenszeitung): 
“They do not wish to bow themselves be- 
fore God. Nothing is more hateful to 
them than the words ‘sin’ and ‘repentance,’ 
nothing about which they wish to hear 
less than a Saviour, grace, and forgive- 
ness. They hide themselves behind anti- 
Semitic phrases, the cant of race. Their 
unmasked face is denial of God. This -is 
why they ask for a change of preaching in 
the churches. 

“Many preachers defer to them, cast 
out the Old Testament, and anxiously avoid 
any word which would offend the new 
spirit. The name Jehovah is taboo. Away 
with the name of the city of David, the 
newborn king of the Jews, at Christmas; 





Fresh_Stirrings 
in French Canada 








A group of eleven French Cana- 
dian men and women in Quebec 
have addressed to the Abbé Gingras 
of Lotbinére their adjuration of the 
Roman Church “to attach them- 
selves to the Baptist Church, whose 
teachings we now hold. It is after 
reading the Holy Scriptures that we 
have come to the conclusion that 
the Roman Church is not the true 
church instituted by Christ and his 
apostles.” 


Of this incident M. Ernest Anex, 
Baptist pastor, writes: ‘ One even- 
- ing last May a farmer in Lotbinére 
County called on me and asked me 
to preach in his village of Sainte 
Rosalie. He was not at all ac- 
quainted with Protestant teaching 
but wished to learn, as there were 
about ninety families in the neigh- 
borhood who would be interested 
to hear the Gospel. After many 
weeks and after further invitations 
by letter I repaired thither and from 
the large attendance and the nu- 
merous questions afterwards, per- 
ceived that there was here a true 
desire to know saving truth. The 
work in this place is very extensive 
and already many farmers in neigh- 
boring villages are asking us to visit 
them also. Some have certainly 
been born anew. Meetings are well 
attended,—up to fifty hearers, God 
is visible working in their hearts.” 
Mr. Anex asks for prayer for these 
awakened ones. 











away with the Lamb of God on Good Fri- 
day; away with the names Nazareth and 
Galilee at Easter, with the prophet Joel 
at Whitsuntide. They give up the whole 
choir of the prophets, the wonderful his- 
tory of God’s dealings with Israel, the 
voices from Sinai and Horeb. They are 
satisfied with the looted garden of Scrip- 
ture in which only a few dry. limbs re- 
main. So would they win men to the 
Church. . And do they really win them? 
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The empty churches of these new orators 
of the people speak their significant lan+ 
guage. One hears even from experienced 
party men that such preaching is not 
wanted. People go scornfully out of the 
churches where Nazi-Socialist sermons are 
served up. It is a great error to suppose 
that the times demand a change in preach- 
ing. Only certain tendencies of the times 
demand it. 
the Church the message of God. The 
heart of man is restless till it find rest in 
Thee. He who has any feeling for the 
pulse of the time cannot fail to detect the 
longing after God.” 

It is worth noting that Professor Hauer, 
one of the most violent of the chiefs of 
the New Heathen movement, was trained 
in the Basel Mission House, and for many 
years was a missionary in India. Also 
that a most crushing answer to the whole 
New Heathen theory has been published 
by Dr. Walter Kuenneth, lecturer:in the 
University of Berlin, a book entitled Ant- 
wort auf den Mythus (“Answer to the 
Myth”). It is encouraging to find that 
while the attack on Christianity is led in 
the United States by theological seminaries, 
the defense in Europe is coming out of the 
German universities, . 


Evolution in the British Weekly.— 
Evolution is provided for boys and girls 
in the following terms (May 9, 1935): “A 
frog’s croak was the first voice of a living 
being that was ever heard on earth. God 
has gone on improving that croak. He 
turned it first into a parent’s call, then into 
a child’s cry. He made the bird’s song, 
the words of friends and kind people, the 
singing of Tetrazzini and Caruso, the talk 
of Socrates, and even the words of Jesus. 
But when God began the great work of 
making ‘voice’ he started with the croak 
of the frog. The voice-making went on, 
but the frog stayed still to show the tre- 
mendously difficult thing the Creator had 
to do when he decided to have singing and 
speaking in the world.” 


A Student Confession.—The traditional 
church service held by Berlin students in 
Trinity Church, Berlin (Schleiermacher’s 
old church), on the occasion of the opening 
of the semester, was marked this year by 
a confession of faith by Mr. Beyer, a medi- 
cal student. After speaking of the various: 
enemies of the faith, superficial idealism, 
superficial rationalism, and neo-paganism, 
he continued : 

“We know no divine being within us, 
we know only God the Creator. We know 
no self-redemption, only redemption through 
the sacrificial death of Christ. We know 
the Edda and the other documents of Ger- 
manic heathenism only as the poetry of our 
ancestors, but not as sources of revelation. 
We believe only in the power of the Gos- 
pel which is today implemented by the 
Holy Spirit. Only this belief gives us the 
assurance that God upholds his Church 
throughout eternity in spite of all present- 
day storms.” (Reported in the Allg. Evang, 
Luth, Kirchenzeitung.) 


The Gospel in the Canary Islands.— 
Mr. and Mrs. Carder of the Orinoco River 
Mission, Venezuela, having been compelled 
to leave their field for climatic reasons, 
have gone to the healthier but no less 
needy field of the Canary Islands. Here 
are 500,000 people, and only two. of the 


Men at all times want from -- -. 
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eight inhabited islands have missionaries. 
The Carders have settled at Orotave on the 
island of Tenerife. In the valley which 
they are evangelizing there are some 30,000 
people, mostly fanatical Spanish Catholics, 
though with a considerable minority of 
Socialists. Blacks and Reds as in all Cath- 
olic lands! The spiritual atmosphere is 
that of Latin America, — saints’ days with 
dances, raffles, and drink; fierce opposition 
to the Word of God which is burned or 
torn up as the case may be; incitement 
to riot against Christian preaching and tes- 
timony:- Few know how to read, which 
makes evangelism with the written word 
difficult. 

Mrs. Carder writes of precious times 
visiting. The woman next door dying of 
tuberculosis. is now trusting the Lord Jesus 
for salvation. A poor woman named 
Lourdes is doing a great work spreading 
the truth. Little meetings already have 
brought together some fifty people. 

These pioneers have had the co-operation 
of Samuel Palomeque, a Spanish evangelist 
from Central America, who has_ been 
preaching in the Canaries. In Las Palmas 
the use of a cinema theater was given him 
. without charge. Good meetings, with 250 
present. Then a Sport Club salon was 
put at his. disposal, and as a result of 
this preaching forty people manifested their 
repentance toward God and faith in our 
Lord. At Tenerife the authorities were 
friendly, and at the Cinema La Paz 600 men 
"were ‘taught the cleansing power of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

‘The Radio in Puerto Rico.—Dr. J. F. 
Rodriguez has charge of the Spanish work 
of Mr. Winrod’s “Defenders of the Chris- 
tian Faith,” and is active at present in 

Puerto Rico. He has a promising radio 
station which sends out Gospel services 
one hour each week from San Juan. Res- 
taurants and other public places tune in, 
and many thousands thus receive the mes- 
sage. He has also a Gospel car going 


about from place to place, an evangelical ° 


magazine, El Defensor, and a Bible Train- 
ing Institute for young people. Defender 
workers are holding open-air meetings at 
75 preaching points, and regular weekly 
work is carried on in 58 different chapels. 
Dr. Rodriguez’ work does not duplicate 
the denominations in any way, but seeks 


to co-operate with them in active evan- 
gelism. 


Appeal for “The Golden Book.”—The 
Rev. Charles W. Posnett is the leader of 
the English Methodist mission in Hyder- 
abad, India, which has been the scene of 
a great mass movement to Christ through 
many years. He is continually receiving 
petitions from villages asking for Chris- 
tion instruction. One said: “We are like 
blind men in the jungle and the hungry 
tigers are prowling round to devour us. 
Can you not send us a teacher with the 
Golden Book?” (That is, the Bible.) 

_ Here is another: 


“The humble petition of the village of 
Mamde. 


“We poor villagers have heard of Jesus 
Swami, the true God, and we do not want 
to worship wooden and stone idols any 
more. We have been bringing cattle and 
sheep to the cholera goddess for hundreds 
of years, but she has never done us any 
good. We have sacrificed to all the gods, 
but they have never helped us. Now our 
relatives have become men of Jesus, and 
they are very happy, and their children 
are learning to read the Holy Jesus Book, 
but we have no book, and our eyes are 
blind because we cannot read. We want 
to worship the golden feet of Jesus Swami, 
but there is no one to teach us. Can we 
never have the Holy Jesus Book for our 
children to read to us? Must we always 
be blind? 

“Please send a teacher with the Golden 
Book, 

“( Signed. 

“Twenty-three Elders of Mamde.)” 


A Revolt Against Hinduism.—Dr. Am- 
bedkar is the leader of the Untouchables 
of: India. At a recent large meeting at 
Nasik, a Hindu pilgrimage resort, he urged 
his followers to abandon Hinduism “for 
any other religion which gives you equality 
of status and treatment.” “I had the mis- 
fortune to be born with the stigma of an 
Untouchable,” he continued. .“But it is 
not my fault, and I will not die a Hindu.” 

The ten thousand Untouchables present 
took up the suggestion with enthusiasm, 
passing a resolution in line with Dr. Ambed- 
kar’s lead. “We have decided one thing after 
due deliberation,” said Dr. Ambedkar 
when he heard that Mr. Gandhi was scan- 
dalized by this action, “that is that the 
Hindu religion is no good for us.” 

This speech of Dr. Ambedkar has caused 
a profound sensation in India. 


Soldier Witnesses in Mexico.—Mr. Van 
Slyke of the American Presbyterian Mis- 
sion writes that President Cardenas has 
dismissed Garrido from the head of the 
Department of Agriculture and replaced 
him with General Cedille, who has ever 
stood for religious liberty. Garrido, for 
fourteen years boss of the state of Tabasco, 
is an atheist and man of violence, yet 
a strong prohibitionist. He has turned the 
Protestant church buildings into atheist 
schools and organized a League of Atheist 
Teachers. 

Of Colonel Curti, a converted officer 
in the Mexican Army, Mr. Van Slyke says: 
“He is quite the most active person I have 
ever known in his voluntary service for 
Christ. He takes every opportunity to 
speak to his friends and fellow officers 
about Christ and his salvation, and hopes 
to be able to convince the President of 
Mexico that the rulers of the land cannot 
get along without the religion of Jesus 
Christ.” Mr. Taylor says that Colonel 
Curti “is being greatly used among the 
churches of Yucatan. Recently he wrote 
that he thought God was leading him to 
sell his -house- in Mexico City in order 
that with the money he might enlarge the 
Antiquia--church.”:- «+ 

Of the work among soldiers of Captain 
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Norman Taylor of the Presbyterian Mis- 
sion a correspondent writes me: “Never 
in my life have I seen anything to compare 
with it. Captain Taylor was an aviator 
in the World War and saw service with 
the Canadians. His mission to Mexican 
troops began only a year or so ago, and 
some 1,200 men have been won to Christ.” 
He then describes a little impromptu meet- 
ing in a wayside hut filled with soldiers, 
which he attended. “Captain Taylor hung 
up a chart where all could see and his 
companion Mr. Huegel explained it. On 
it was a man walking with a burden on 
his back marked Pecados (‘sins’). In 
front of him was the cross, and beyond, 
the road divided. On the upper road was 
one whose burden had fallen at the foot 
of the cross. He was on his Heavenward 
way; the other was trudging with his 
burden, downward to a dark and abysmal 
place. The explanation was amplified and 
made clear with Scripture quotation. At 
the conclusion the call for decision was 
made. To my amazement every hand was 
raised and every man showed that he meant 
business by buying a New Testament to 
study. Truly God is working among the 
soldiers of Mexico.” 


Brief Notes.—It is stated that the Jap- . 


anese Government has decided to close 
some five hundred segregated quarters 
throughout the empire and thus end a sys- 
tem of licensed prostitution which ‘has 
lasted for over three hundted years. Fifty- 
two thousand women -will be released from 
this life of slavery:.: This abolition follows 
a strenuous ten-year campaign led by the 
Christians of Japan. . .. The present Min- 
ister of Labor of Great’ Britain, the Rt. 
Hon. Ernest Brown, is:'a Baptist and an oc- 
casional lay preacher in London Baptist pul- 
pits... . Sir William Watson, the deceased 
English poet, came of a Yorkshire Meth- 
odist family, but was not himself a Chris- 
tian. His brother Robinson Watson, how- 
ever, was in the last century an evangelist 
of great power who set all Cornwall ablaze, 
literally thousands being brought into the 
churches as a result of his ministry. Much 
of his time in his last days was spent’ in 
prayer for his brother’s conversion. .. . 
The Twenty-second Maranatha Conven- 
tion was held in Zeist; Holland; under the 
leadership of Mr. De Heer, editor of Het 
Zoeklicht (“The Searchlight”), a. publica- 
tion devoted to the teachings of the Second 
Coming of Christ. People came from all 
parts of Holland, some 2,000, by train, auto, 
and bicycle, filling a large hall and com- 
pelling the organization of overflow meet- 
ings. The Convention was one of great 
power and consecration. . . . Fifteen hun- 
dred young men of German origin, 
though resident in other lands, including 
the United States, took an anti-Semite 
training course at Nuremburg last summer 
under the direction of Julius Streicher, an 
anti-Semite fanatic. They go back to their 
respective countries as missionaries of anti- 
Jewish hate. .. . At the Reformation Fete 
in Geneva last June M. Albert Picot, 
Counselor of State, in a magnificent tribute 
to the religious past of Geneva, declared 
that “at Geneva, as elsewhere, no form of 
government can save the state if the men 
who compose that state do not seek the 
moral ideal which the Gospel, as interpreted 
by the Reformation, proclaims.” 


GoTHENBURG, SWEDEN. 
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Christian Endeavorers in Hungary 





(Continued from page 35) 


unfortunates of the capital. The economic 
condition is truly deplorable, and Vienna, 
since the war, has a yearly record of 3,000 
suicides. 

Near Villoch is the Southeastern Europe 
Bible School, from which faithful center 
students are issuing for the evangelizing 
of many of these eastern European coun- 
tries. I myself met them in several of 
the capitals visited. Villoch is also the 
center of the Fellowship Movement and 
the Christian Endeavor, which was initiated 
in Carinthia thirty years ago by the 
Countess La Tour. 

The Y. M. C. A. is also at work in 
Vienna and gives Bible instruction one day 
a week, 

Here as elsewhere, youth is being at- 
tracted by political slogans and political 
ideals, which their present hopeless position 
renders the more alluring. 

As I emerge from :the experience of 
these past few weéks, I look ‘back with 
heartache on the millions, of whose spir- 
itual darkness I ‘have -been witness ; it would 
be heart-break if I knew more of the love 
of God for these ‘lost sheep. Communism 
is prevalent, seizing the imagination of 
the youth. Roman Catholicism is making 
headway, with inexhaustible funds at her 
disposal; while on ‘the other hand, foreign 
Protestant missionaries are being recalled 
and the native Christian churches are ham- 
pered and rendered apathetic by the prev- 
alent economic distress. There are, of 
course, glowing exceptions to this last 
statement, but in many quarters one sensed 
a benumbed state of mind on the part of 
many evangelicals, 

As I think of the marvels produced in 
Belgium through a seed-sowing of over 
13,000,000 copies of Scriptures and tracts, 
T could but pray God that, from somewhere, 
millions of copies of Gospel literature might 
be provided to feed these starving, hope- 


ess, lost souls in these countries of eastern 


Europe. The Testaments I gave to hotel 
maids were received as though they were 
crown jewels —as indeed they were — and 
the cry rose from my heart to God, “Oh, 
feed these peoples with the manna of 
thy Word, before the coming of earth’s 
night!”. 
Brussets, Betcrum. 


ye 
Honoring Moody in '36 and °37 


L. MOODY, although he was taken 

e Home to the Lord thirty-six years 
ago, lives in vital enterprises started through 
his influence. Several movements had their 
inception and impulse in the praying and 
planning of this servant of God. North- 
field was a pioneer of Bible confer- 
ences, with the original Student Volunteer 
Movement. _ Moody was used of God to 
start the present-day evangelistic mass 
meeting method, and with his associate, Ira 
D. Sankey, launched the wide use of the 
Gospel Song. British and Canadian Chris- 





‘tians to this day use an up-to-date edition 


of the Moody and Sarikey hymn book. As 
evangelist and educator he had no equal 
in ‘this century. ‘His name is still a house- 
hold word in ‘Great Britain. One-of the 
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significant factors in present-day defense of 
the faith is the Bible Institute movement. 
Only God knows what the condition of the 
Church would be if such institutes had 
not come on the scene. The parent one 
is the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
the largest and most influential of them 
all. 

With the fiftieth anniversary, in 1036, of 
its founding, and also the centenary in 1937 
of Moody’s birthday, it is natural that the 
Moody Bible Institute should lead in a 
great international observance of the double 
event. The celebration begins with the 
observance of Founder’s Week in Chicago, 
February 2-9, 1936. It continues in other 
striking events, and closes in a series of 
metropolitan Bible conferences in 1037. 
Speakers from abroad will join an Ameri- 
can team for that tour. All this should be 
the occasion for reminding the entire Chris- 
tian Church of the newree in —" 


” 


life—soul-winning and _ Bible-teaching. 

Why may not a revival come through this 
very emphasis at this time? We sorely 
need some unifying force in the ranks of 
the Fundamentalists. We have groups, or- 
ganizations, and institutions, each going 
their own way, and some setting them- 
selves in competition with other orthodox 
forces. Let us make this Moody observance 
a time and place for standing together in 
“the faith once delivered.” Modernists say 
that Fundamentalists cannot unite on any- 
thing. Here is an opportunity to show the 
falsity of that statement. Every Bible-be- 
liever should take this on his heart for 
prayer, and on his lips for conversation with 
other Christians. It should be a recruit- 
ing time for the ranks of orthodoxy as well 
as a time of soul-saving and faith-kindling. 
Let us all think about, pray about, and talk 
about the D. L. Moody Centenary and Bible 
Institute Jubilee. 
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A New Moahbse School for Girls 


standards are high and the 
Christian Fun Lefate ate believed and taught 


As a Parent Sees It 














AM the father ' éf 'a' student at the 
] Montrose School for Girls. Even be- 

fore the organization of the school and 
its opening on September 24, 1935, we were 
seeking a college preparatory school of 
high educational standing combined with a 
definite Christian background. A “chance” 
meeting with the Executive Secretary, the 
Rev. John H. Bowman, M.A., of the Mont- 
rose School was a direct answer to our 
prayers. 

Montrose is the county seat of Susque- 
hanna County, Pennsylvania, situated be- 
tween Scranton and Binghamton at an 
altitude of nearly 2,000 feet in the Blue 
Ridge of the Allegheny Mountains. It is 
a town of lovely white clapboard homes 
and wide, tree-lined streets, many churches, 
and summer host to the Montrose Bible 
Conference Association, established by R. 
A. Torrey, D.D. Its people have had a 
vision for many years of the coming of 
a Christian educational institution. The 
new school has been taken to its heart. 
Torrey Lodge, used as school and study 
premises, has been loaned to the School 
by the Montrose Bible Conference Asso- 
ciation. Huston Hall, the fully equipped, 
beautiful summer home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles L. Huston of Coatesville, is the 
first dormitory. A cottage across Lake 
Avenue is rented as the home of the Ex- 
ecutives. Dr. W. W. Preston, a director 
of the school, has his home and private 
hospital near by. He is school physician. 
Dr. H. A. Ironside, pastor. of the Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago, and Dr. Frank 
E. Gaebelein, Headmaster of the Stony 
Brook School for Boys, are actively co- 
operating. 

We arrived in Montrose for the first 
time, with our daughter, on September 22, 
1935, and left her on the 24th, after a 
delightful visit with many other parents 
and the faculty. Her roommate had come 
all the way from Georgia, and both girls 
were soon fast friends. 

We returned to visit the school as a 


running institution on October 26. Al- 
though we are told that Montrose is famous 
for its snow, we have as yet seen it only 
in the sunshine! 

The girls were playing hockey on their 
new field, graded by the County Road 
Commissioner without charge, and the first 
one ever built at Montrose. The Physical 
Director could hardly be distinguished from 
her youthful team. All ‘seemed to be hav- 
ing a glorious time together, with the ex- 
ception of a beating being administered 
by the local high school girls. 

Our daughter was having a “grand” time. 
We were in conference with the Head- 
mistress, Dr. Stoughton, and members of 
the Faculty that afternoon with reference 
to studies and curriculum pointing to en- 
trance at college. All the teachers seemed 
to have taken a personal interest in the 
matter. The Headmistress has since per- 
sonally visited the college to clarify certain 
difficulties in schedule. That evening a ping- 
pong tournament was put on and proved a 
lively affair with some very good matches, 

At nine o’clock Sunday morning I at- 
tended. daily prayers. -It consisted of a 
few hymns selected by the girls, a round- 
the-room Bible reading, a short Bible talk, 
and a prayer, after which ali joined in 
the Lord’s Prayer. The girls shortly after- 
ward separated to churches of their own 
choice, accompanied by members of the 
Faculty. The Headmistress led a most in- 
teresting Bible class in the afternoon. A 
community evening “hymn sing” is cus- 
tomary. The whole religious atmosphere 
was spontaneous and joyous. 

This visit gave us the opportunity to see 
by automobile the vicinity of Montrose. It 
is a beautiful setting, of hills and valleys, 
with woods and streams everywhere. 

Our stay was most comfortable as well 
as delightful, due to the conveniences of 
the Montrose Inn, a fine ‘hotel. 

May God bless the Montrose School for 
Girls for many years of useful, Christian 
service. 
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LESSON 5. FEBRUARY 2. JESUS CALLS DISCIPLES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 5; printed text, Luke 5:1-11, 27, 28 
Golden Text.—They forsook all, and followed him.—Luke 5:11 


| 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committée 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 5: 1-11, 27, 2 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 5:1 And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon 
him to hear the word of God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, 

2 And saw two ships standing by the lake: but the fishermen 
were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 

3 And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and 

vived him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And 
sat down, and taught the people out of the ship. 

4 Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch 
out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. 

5 And Simon answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled 
all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I 
will let down the net. 

6 And when they had this done, they inclosed a great multitude 
of fishes: and their net brake. 

And they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other 
ship, that they should come and help them. And they came, and filled 
both the shi s, so that they began to sink. 

8 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, 
Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. 

9 For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the 
draught of the fishes which they had taken: 

10 And so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 5:1 Now it came to pass, while the multitude pressed upon 
him and heard the word of God, that he was standing by the. lake 
of Gennesaret; 2 and he saw two boats standing by the lake: but 
the fishermen had gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 
3 And he entered into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and 
asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and 
taught the multitudes out of the boat. 4 And when he had left 
speaking, he said unto Simon, Put out into the deep, and let down 
your nets for a draught. 5 And Simon answered and said, Master, 
we toiled all night, and took nothing: but at thy word I will let 
down the nets. 6 And when they had done this, they inclosed a 
great multitude of fishes; and their nets were breaking; 7 and they 
beckoned unto their partners in the other boat, that they should 
come and help them. And they came, and filled both the boats, so 
that they began to sink. 8 But Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell 
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord. go For he was amazed, and all that were with him, 
at the draught of the fishes which they had taken; 10 and so were 
also *James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with 
Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou 
shalt 2catch men. 11 And when they had brought their boats to 
land, they left all, and followed him. 





were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; 


from henceforth thou shalt catch men. 


27 And after these things he went forth, and beheld a * publican, 
named Levi, sitting at the place of toll, and said unto him, Follow 


a oa Ga © h me. 28 And he forsook all, and rose up and followed him. 
et ee ee a oe Se te Se, ny Perel 10Or, Jacob. *Gr., take alive. ® That is, collectors or renters 


all, and followed him. 


27 And after these things he went forth, and saw a publican, 
named Levi, sitting at the receipt of custom: and he said unto him, 


Follow me 


28 And he left all, rose up, and followed him. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE rejection of the Lord Jesus at 
I Nazareth was a foreshadowing of his 
rejection by. the whole nation. And 
Christ’s choosing of those first disciples, 
from humble fishermen and despised pub- 
licans, was a foreshadowing of God’s re- 
jection of Israel’s rulers. The Lord de- 
clared the blessed purpose of his ministry 
at Nazareth; they turned from him, first 
in unbelief and then in bitter enmity. But 
this rejection did not turn the Lord from 
his purpose. In the sight of men, how 
foolish was the plan to build a mighty 
kingdom on those lowly disciples. But 
our lesson gives the inner truth of the 
matier. The calling of these men was 
accompanied with a miracle, in order that 
they might know, and that we might know, 
that it is a call to a miracle task. They 
could catch some fish without a miracle. 
But they could not take one man alive for 
God without a miracle. 
The Historical Setting 
We have reckoned that our Lord began 
his Galilean ministry in the late fall of 
A. D. 27, about a year after his baptism 
and temptation. Scholars are about equally 
divided on.the question whether the call 
of the disciples recorded in Luke was iden- 
tical with that in Matthew 4: 18-22 and 
Mark 1: 16-20, or whether it was a later 
call. The first call, to personal disciple- 
ship, was that recorded in John 1: 35-51. 
On the whole, the context seems to indi- 
cate that Luke records the same call as 


of Roman taxes. 
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Matthew and Mark, who briefly summarize 
the account. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 5:1.—To hear the word of God. 
Of the four Gospels, only Luke thus de- 
scribes our Lord’s preaching. And indeed, 
his was the direct “word of God.” The 
lake of Gennesaret. Originally called Sea 
of Chinnereth (Num. 34:11), then Gen- 
nesaret (meaning “harp”), also called 
Tiberias (John 21: 1), and more commonly 
Sea of Galilee (Matt. 4:18). This Lake 
of our Lord was about 13 miles long, 7 
miles across at the widest point, nearly 
700 feet below sea level. 


Verse 4—Launch out into the deep, and 
let down your nets for a draught. See 
Heart of Lesson. 


Verse 5.—Simon ... said ..., Master. 
This word “Master” means “overseer,” the 
one in authority. It occurs only in Luke, 
seven times in all (5:5; 8:24, 45; 9:33, 
49; 17:13). We have toiled all the night. 
The best time for fishing. Have taken 
nothing. And therefore they were weary 
and disappointed. This failure was in God’s 
guidance, as a preparation for the miracle 
(cf. John 21:3). Nevertheless at thy word 
I will let down the net. This is faith to 
obey the Lord’s command, but it does not 
imply that Peter expected to get any fish. 


Verse 6.—They inclosed a great multi- 
tude of fishes. The astonishment of these 
fishermen, who knew all about the natural 
shoals of fishes, indicates that it was the 
Lord’s power that brought these fishes 
there, and that it was supernatural. Their 
net brake. Rather, were breaking (cf. 
John 21: 81). 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


Verse 8—When Simon Peter saw it. 
Through the miracle he had a new revela- 
tion of his Lord. Fell down at Jesus’ knees. 
In worship, adoration, and confession. De- 
part from me; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord. This, of course, is figurative lan- 
guage. Peter did not mean that he wanted 
the Lord to depart from him. His expres- 
sion meant, “I am not worthy to be in thy 
presence.” It was the experience of Job 
(Job 42:5, 6), of Isaiah (Isa. 6:5), of 
Paul (1 Tim. 1:15), when they saw the 
Lord. 


Verse 9.—All that were with him. An- 
drew was there (Matt. 4:18), and evi- 
dently others. 


Verse 10.—And so was also James, and 
John. James became one of the inner 
circle of three, to be distinguished from 
James the less, and James the Lord’s 
brother. John was then about twenty years 
old, the disciple who, with Andrew, left 
John the Baptist and followed Jesus. He 
probably. found his brother James (John 
1:40, 41). Sons of Zebedee. (Cf. Mark 
1:20.) Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not. 
This is ever the message when men are 
overwhelmed by the presence of the super- 
natural (Luke 1:13, 30). From hence- 
forth thou shalt catch men. “Take men 
alive.” This is a new crisis in their lives, 
the beginning of their full-time ministry. 
He addresses Simon, but the message is 
for the others. also, as indicated in the next 
verse (cf. Matt. 4: 18-22). 


Verse 27.—Saw a publican. A taxgath- 
erer; probably a prominent one, as Caper- 
naum was on the trade route from Asia. 
Publicans were classed with “sinners,” be- 
cause practically all of them were extor- 
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Lesson for February 2 


tioners (Luke 3:12, 13; 19:8). Added 
to this, they were hated by the patriots for 
gathering taxes for the heathen govern- 
ment. Named Levi. The same as Mat- 
thew, which was probably his new name, 


meaning “gift of the Lord” (Matt. 9: 
9; 10:3; Mark 2:14; 3:18). Sit- 
ting at the receipt of custom. Mat- 


thew may have worked for the Herodian 
government, or directly for Rome. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

“Launch out into the deep’! That is 
Christ’s ringing call to us today. Its 
meaning is as much deeper than rowing out 
into the Lake of Galilee as the catch of 
three thousand souls at Pentecost was 
greater than the two shiploads of fish. 
Back of every physical miracle of our Lord 
was the greater spiritual miracle. When 
they launched out into the deep to let 
down their nets for a draft, our Lord was 
beginning his great miracle of making these 
disciples fishers of men. The miracle is 
an acted-out parable. The command to 
launch out was given after a night of fail- 
ure: without him they could do nothing, 
even in their fishing business. The com- 
mand was given in circumstances that 
their common sense told them invited fur- 
ther failure. But they act on his word, 
with the amazing miracle the result. 

So he calls us to launch out into hard 
and heroic service to win men; the call to 
go to Asia and Africa and South America, 
and bring the love and light of the Gospel 
into darkened souls in bondage to sin and 
Satan, is to the world an astounding piece 
of folly. But the miracle results will 
astound them even more. Let us obey his 
voice in the place where we are, launching 
out in that difficult task, launching out ex- 
pecting him to use us for the winning of 
souls, launching out to have a share in 
reaching the unreached mission fields of 
the world. Our part is to obey his word, 
and leave the miracle to him. 

Lesson Outlines 

FisHERS OF MEN IN THE MAKING 

. Christ’s command to launch out. 

2. Peter’s objections to fishing, after 
night of failure. 

3. Peter’s obedience in face of difficul- 
ties and doubts. 

4. The miracle result in the astounding 
catch. 

5. The new call to launch out and take 
men alive —to convicted, humbled, for- 
given disciples. 


6. The disciples leave their all, to 
gain Christ’s all. 


Mrractes oF LUKE 5 
1. Physical Miracles: Miraculous draft 


of fishes, healing of leper, healing of 
palsied man. 


2. Miracles of Teaching: Preaching 
the Word of God, predicting the future 
ministry of the disciples, parables and 
parabolic sayings. 

3. Greater Works, or Spiritual Mir- 
acles: Converting and calling his disciples, 
winning Levi, forgiving the palsied man 
his sins, calling publicans and sinners to 
repentance, 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Parables in the Miracles. See Heart 
of Lesson... Note also the spiritual teaching 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
4. J —— 26.—Jesus Declares His Pur- 
BE -cccccvcccccccsecccccccccens Luke 4: 16-44 
5. February 2.—Jesus Calls Disciples ..Luke 5 
6. February 9.—Jesus Insists on Right- 


COUSMIESS cccccccccccocdccccccecovecove Luke 6 
jy. February 16.—Jesus Helps a Doubter. 
Luke 7 


8. February 23.—People Before Property. 


(May be used with temperance 
application) .....ccccccsccccccccsccces Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Vision and Service ........ Luke 9 

10. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 

11. March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
tO Pray ..rccccccececcsccccccccesccere Luke 11 

12, March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 

13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 
Luke 13 








in miracles of healing the leper and rais- 
ing the palsied man. 

Five Parable-Similes. Sick needing phy- 
sician (vs. 31, 32). Bridegroom and chil- 
dren of bridechamber (vs. 34, 35). New 
garment and old (v. 36). New wine and 
new bottles (vs. 37, 38). Preferring old 
wine to new (v. 39). Our Lord in these 
last three parables is sketching the great 
difference between the old dispensation of 
law and outward ordinances and the new 
dispensation of grace and the Holy Spirit. 
He gives a foreview of what is later fully 
expounded in Paul’s Epistles. 


The Unreached Mission Fields. The vast 
multitudes who have never heard the Gos- 
pel remain the great challenge to the church 
of Christ today. The harvest is still white, 
and the laborers are few. Let us study to 
know these fields, and unitedly heed the 
Lord’s challenge to launch out and. let 
down the nets for a draft. 


Opposition of the Rulers. Two definite 
occasions of the rising opposition to the 
person and ministry of Christ are included 
in the lesson. Study Luke 5: 17, 21-24, 30- 
39. 

Characteristics of Luke. Note the em- 
phasis in chapter five on preaching the 
Gospel to the multitudes, the loving con- 
sideration for the publicans and sinners, the 
prayer life of the Lord, the joy of those 
who have the bridegroom and the new wine 
of the Gospel of grace. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we seen ourselves as sinful men? 
To see the Lord and his power is, like 
Peter, to see our own unworthiness and our 
need of cleansing. 


Have we surrendered all to Christ? Not 
all are called to give up their business; 
but we are called to surrender self to Christ, 
making him Lord of our life and our busi- 
ness. 

All of us are called to be fishers of men. 
None of us is called today to be an apostle, 
and not all of us are called to full-time serv- 
ice; but all believers are called to be fishers 
of men. Two remarkable booklets recently 
published show vividly how to do personal 
work and how to rely on the Holy Spirit 
and God’s Word in doing it: “The Ro- 
mance of a Doctor’s Visits’ and “Mir- 
acles in a Doctor’s Life,” by Dr. Walter 
L. Wilson (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
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sociation, 843 N. Wells St., Chicago, 20 
cents each). 

Young Christians should face the call to 
full-time service. And they should espe- 
cially face the call: to go to the foreign 
field, if they are qualified. 

Launch out into the deep! 
of Lesson. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


“Living by faith” does not necessarily 
mean a meager supply; it means trusting 
him who fed the five thousand, and who 
filled the boat to the sinking point with 
fishes. 


When the disciples forsook all to follow 
Christ, they forsook their little all and they 
received his all. 


The new wine of the life-giving Gospel 
needed new bottles, and that is why the 
Lord called Peter and John, and not the 
criticizing scribes and Pharisees. 


The Lord calls sinners to become his 
disciples, but he does not cail lazy men. 


If the Lord of glory needed to with- 
draw. into the quiet place to pray, what 
about our need to pray? (Luke 5: 16.) 


Sin is what separates us from Christ; 
yet it is also what sends us to him for 
cleansing. 


The disciples left their business at the 
highest point of its prosperity. 


They left Christ’s gifts to follow Christ 
himself. 


The Lord did not say to let down the nets 
to see if they would get a draft of fishes. 


Simon, for his Lord’s sake, gave up tak- 
ing fish; and Levi gave up taking money: 
consider what the Lord did for Peter and 
Matthew. 


Cotumaia, S. C, 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searchin charecee. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


OES Christ call all Christians to some 
certain work? 


2. Is it necessary to leave home, inalaiael 
and property in order to obey the command, 
“Follow Me’? 

3. Name three primary essentials for “fish- 
ing for men,” and show by Scripture how 
these essentials are acquired. 

4. What definite rewards are promised for 
the winning of souls? Quote both the Old 
Testament and the New. 

5. What four distinct calls did Peter have 
to follow the Lord? 

6. Do you think that Peter believed Jesus 


would work a miracle when he obeyed and let 
eh the net? 


What great catch of men was typified 
ont prophesied by this miracle? 

8. What other miracle is parallel to this 
miraculous draft of fishes? What striking 
difference is there in the two miracles? 

9. What opposition of the Pharisees is re- 
corded thus early in the Galilean ministry? 


10. How did Levi become a fisher of men 
upon his conversion? 


See Heart 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 43 Of this issue. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
help us, we pray thee, not to think of the 
sacrifice of what we are called upon to give 
up in thy service, but may we think of the 
unspeakable privilege and joy of doing the least 
service in thy name. We thank thee for the 
readiness of the fishermen disciples to lay aside 
their usual tasks, and to follow after Jesus in 
the experiences through which he was to lead 
them. We thank thee that we have one whom 
we may know has in his love, his wisdom, his 
power, a willingness to meet our every need. 
How wonderfully he fulfills his promises end 
what glad surprises await us in our obedience 
to his €ommands! May we stand in imagina- 
tion today on the shore of the Sea of Galilee 
and as we experience our Lord’s power, may 
we recognize our own deep need, and see him 
as he leads us into the supreme task of lead- 
ing other men to him. In his dear name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Do you remember 
any verse in which we are told that the 
fishermen disciples agreed to come just a 
little way with Jesus? Just what was it that 
they were not willing to give up in order 
to be his disciples? Well, I don’t know 
where that verse is, and I don’t believe 
anyone else knows. It is not what the 
Scripture tells about these disciples. When 
they had brought their boats to land how 
much did they forsake in order to follow 
him? Yes, just that little word “all.” It 
is a little word, but covers everything. If 
we are holding back anything, then we are 
not putting all into his loving keeping. A 
good many of us like to go fishing, but 
have you ever-had the joy of leading anyone 
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to Christ, which is the kind of fishing 
that he promised to these disciples. Try 
that kind this week! Let us pray. 





FISHING FOR MEN°wS 
WHICH IS MOST IMPORTANT ? 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without fir:t secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


Why They Came.—They forsook all, 
and followed him (Golden Text). A mis- 
sionary family was returning after a rest in 
America to the work in Tabriz, Persia. As 
the little party came to the crest of the 
hills that shut the great plains of Tabriz off 
from the Aras River and Mt. Ararat and 
Russia to the north, its members stopped 
to look across the gray plain to the gray 
city and the great red rocky hills beyond, 








"Master, we have 
toiled all the night, 
and have taken 




















a Luke 14:33 &. Mark 1:18 
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which gather up the sun and fling it down 
like javelins into the city. It was a dreary 
sight after the green fields of home, and 
one of the little girls at last looked up into 
her mother’s face and said, “It’s not nearly 
so nice as America, Mother, is it?” “No, 
my child,” the mother replied, “that’s why 
we have come.” There was love in those 
hearts, and so there was loving service 
in their lives—From “Practical Themes,” 
by S. H,. Edgcumbe. Sent by Earl K., 
Wyman, Santa Ana, Cal. 


Our Comfort and Safety.—And fol- 
lowed him (Golden Text). A young lady 
leaving for the mission field was sitting 
by a friend in the home church the Sunday 
evening previous. Suddenly the friend took 
the missionary’s Bible and turned to John 
10 and underscored part of the fourth verse: 
“And when he putteth forth his own sheep, 
he goeth before them.” How many times 
during the years that followed, in days of 
darkness and difficulty, that promise was 
a source of power and comfort. “The 
Lord... sent them ... whither he him- 
self would come.”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Maggie Elizabeth 
Evans, Britton, Tex. 


“Oh, What a Change! ”—And followed 
him (Golden Text). “Old Bust-Me-Up” 
was a queer-shaped, ugly old tug running 
between London and Portsmouth. She 
never came into port but that she collided 
with some vessel and did some damage. 
Hence the name. But one day, to every- 
body’s amazement, she came in straight as 
a die and glided gracefully to her berth, 
and a sailor standing on the quay ‘couldn’t 
help shouting: ‘“Whatever’s come to you, 
‘Old Bust-Me-Up’? and an old sailor 
shouted back, “Got a new skipper aboard!” 
This was the secret of the change. And 
when Christ becomes our Captain, he con- 
trols us and changes our lives, and he will 
guide us straight to port. “The Captain of 


our salvation.”—From “5000 Best Modern’ 
Illustrations,” by Hallock. Sent by Joseph-' 


ine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 
Prize illustration. 


Moody Meant Business.—And Jesus 
said unio Simon, Fear not; from hence- 
forth thou shalt catch men (v. 10). On 
one occasion in Chicago, Mr. Moody saw 
a little girl standing on the street with a 
pail in her hand. He went up to her and 
invited her to his Sunday school, telling 
her what a- pleasant place it was. She 
promised to go the following Sunday, but 
she did not go. Mr. Moody watched for 
her for weeks, and then one day he saw 
her on the street again, at some distance 
from him. He started toward her, but she 
saw him, too, and started to run away. 
Mr. Moody followed her. She went down 
one street, Mr. Moody after her, through 
an alley, out on another street, Mr. Moody 
still following, then she dashed into a 
saloon, and Mr. Moody dashed after her. 
She ran out the back door and up a flight 
of stairs, Mr. Moody still following; she 
dashed into a room, and threw herself under 
the bed, and Mr. Moody reached under 
the bed and pulled her out by the foot, 
and led her to Christ. . . . Mr. Moody led 
her mother and all the family to Christ. 
. . - When he pulled that little child out 
from under the bed by the foot he was 
pulling a whole family into the Kingdom 
of God, and eternity alone will reveal how 
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“foreign mission field as follows: 


‘the young preacher. 


? 
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many succeeding generations he was pulling 
into the Kingdom of God.—From Peloubet’s 
Notes.. Sent by Mrs. W. M. Shantz, Ayl- 
mer West, Ont., Can, 


Welcoming, or Fishing.—From hence- 
forth thou shalt catch men (v. 10). If 
you are going to be fishers of men, you 
must go where men are. I wonder if our 
churches have not made a mistake when 
they settle down in a comfortable church 
and put a sign outside, “Welcome.” Sup- 
pose I went down to the stream and stood 
on the bank with my rod, line, and bait 
in my hand, and said, “Come on, little fish, 
I have a lovely line and the nicest worm 
on my hook; come right out of the water 
and help yourself.” How many fish would 
I get?—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, 
Eng. 


The Cost Had Been Counted.—And he 
left all, rose up, and followed him (v. 28). 
It is said that Bishop Hedding of New 
York once addressed a candidate for the 
“Have 
you considered that you will have to go 


away from home and friends, and be among 


strangers and enemies?” “I have,” replied 
the young man. “Have you considered that 
you must leave your native land, with all 


_its institutions and privileges, and be a for- 


eigner in a strange land, where everybody 
will regard you with suspicion and preju- 
dice?” “I have considered it all,” said 
“Have you consid- 
ered that in that land your health may 
fail, you may be prostrated with malarias 
and fevers of violence?” “Yes,” again an- 
swered the young man, “and if I had a 
thousand lives I would give them all to 
Jesus. Bishop, please don’t ask me any 
more questions, but send me, send me!”— 
From The Gospel Herald. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Big and Little Fishing Places.— 
Launch out into the deep, and let down 
your nets (Luke 5:4). We know, from 
its effect upon the fisherman disciples, that 
this was nothing less than a miracle, yet 
the Lord’s direction stands good for all 
the ordinary affairs of the daily life. 

To catch fish go out where the fish are. 
That is how the Rescue Missions and Sal- 
vation Army fish and have the catches to 
show for their “toil.” The New England 
fishermen do not piddle around Boston 
harbor for their catch, but head their ships 
for the Grand Banks, where the cod and 
mackerel are to be found. They come 
home laden down with prospective fish 
balls and cod liver oil—ugh! Plus a 
sword fish or two or some other big spe- 
cialty in the way of a catch. (If you 
have not yet read “Captains Courageous,” 
by Kipling, a great Gloucester fishing story, 
now’s a good time to do it.) 

The professional man who has ambition 


does: not spend his days in little old Sque- 


dunk, but if he thinks he has talent, skill, 
and .knowledge, launches out into the deep 
of. the great city. Personally, I have never 
known a great specialist who had anything 
on the good old country doctor of the 
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William McClure of Drumtochty type in 
the “Bonnie Brier Bush.” The specialist 
is rarely a long liver. But we're talking 
about “fishing.” 

I have no doubt told before about my 
old friend Tom Philips, a brother of Dr. 
George Philips, who made the West Ches- 
ter Normal (now “Teacher’s College”) 
famous. Tom got tired farming, rented 
the farm, and moved into a fine home he 
built in the village of Atglen, population 
600. I said to him one day: 

“Tom, why didn’t you move down with 
us here at Coatesville?” 

“If I had come down to Coatesville 
among you fellows,” replied Tom, “I would 
have been nobody but ‘Old Tom Philips.’ 
At Atglen I am Mr. Philips, President 
of the Bank, ha, hum, ha!” 

President Philips of Atglen and Citizen 
Ridgway of Coatesville are content to go 
hand-fishing along our shores, taking them 
one by one in small town, while our neigh- 
bors with the master minds add glory to 
their professions in the great cities — and 
die young. Great preachers, great doctors, 
great teachers are the deep sea fishermen 
(Prov. 11:30; Jas. 5:20). 


Fishing “Up Town” and “Down Town.” 
—From henceforth thou shalt catch men 
(v. 10). I wonder, when Peter did ‘his 
deep sea-fishing and “drew the net” and 
found “about three thousand souls” on that 
day of Pentecost, if he thought of that 
other day with the Master at the lake, and 
the great catch, and Jesus’ promise, “From 
henceforth thou shalt catch men.” (Acts 
2:41.) 

I have many friends who are enthusiastic 
fishermen. I like to listen to them as they 
speak of their fun, and show the photo- 
graphs of the big fellows they have landed 
—or “the bigger ones that got away!” 

As I write I am in Chicago with my 
two grandsons “doing” the Century of 
Progress Fair. On Sunday I went to the 
“Cross Class” at the Edgewater Church. 
Here were gathered that day 447 young 
fellows 16 to 24 years of age. That was 
in September. In the following December 
the class had grown to over. 1,000, so Mr. 
Cross reported to me. 

I spoke to them on the theme “The Chris- 
tian Gentleman.” When I asked how many, 
God helping, would be the genuine Chris- 
tian gentleman, 447 hands went up. Then 
I presented the claims of the Lord Jesus 
and asked how many would “make a date” 
with a man -they had never seen before 
and would likely for the most part never 
see again, to wit,—meet me Up There 
under the Tree of Life over against that 
beautiful fountain millions times more beau- 
tiful than any at the fair. And 447 hands 
went up. “Fellows, I’ll be a lookin’ for 
ya!” I cried. Later when Mr. Cross gave 
the invitation 57 accepted Christ and came 
into the church. 

This was up in the Gold Coast district. 
That night I went down into the Scrap 
Iron district, where the Pacific Garden 
Mission and Mr. and Mrs. Walter Taylor 
do their hand-fishing. I had my two young 
grandsons, Bill and Graham, with me. 
These are boys born and raised on a farm, 
and such a Rescue Mission in down town 
Chicago was something new and different 
to them. 

They had never seen their grandfather 
at this sort of fishing and were all eyes 
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and attention. When the bait was cast we 
had several “bites” and two “catches.” Yes, 
that was all for that night, but who save 
God knows whether we caught another 
Billy Sunday and Mel Trotter, two big 
catches made by the same Pacific Garden 
Mission umpty years ago? The boys? Oh, 
they thought the “fishing” was great! 
(Rom, 2: 11.) 


“All Kinds and Conditions.”—He ... 
saw a publican ... and he said unto him, 
Follow me (v. 27). The Publican was the 
very last man anyone but the Lord Jesus 
would have selected to start anything that 
depended for its success on an appeal to 
the community. When a new organization 
is to be started the promoters try to get 
the most popular and influential folks to 
come into it. The Lord Jesus picked Levi, 
the most hated man, the Jew collector of 
Roman taxes. 

Here in America and England, people 
pay their taxes to themselves—and, oh, 
dear me! how the sons of liberty do dodge 
and squeal and make wry faces about it. 
But suppose Germany had conquered us 
and took six bushels of every ten bushels 
of grain, six of every ten dollars of wages, 
six of every ten pigs, lambs, chickens, oh, 
how we would love the American who came 
around with his German soldier to collect 
these taxes for the Cesar of Potsdam. 

No “faker of the Third Century” would 
have selected a Jew collector of Roman 
taxes for a follower of. an invented Mes- 
siah, 

Then this odious tax collector gave a 
party for the newly found Lord and in- 
vited his circle of friends to meet his won- 
derful Guest. It certainly made much talk 
in Wash—lI beg pardon, Jerusalem (vs. 
29, 30). 

I have always thought Zaccheus must 
have heard of this party. Probably had a 
bid to it. Was he not one of. the big men 
of the hated Levi trade! He likely couldn’t 
go. That was why he was so anxious to 
see the young Jew preacher who would 
break bread with a despised tax gatherer 
(Luke 19:1-9). Then, as now, it would 
not take long for such news to reach Jeri- 
cho by the grape vine telegraph. You can 
read what happened. 

The Lord Jesus still calls all sorts of 
folks to come and follow and work, with 
and for him. That is why he calls a 
“crank” like you and a sinner like me to 
come and help him save a world sunk in 
sin. While I was in the Pacific Garden 
Mission of the previous paragraph, one of 
the workers was a former “jail bird” friend 
of mine converted in his prison and now 
in Moody Bible Institute being prepared 
to work for and with the Lord among the 
jails. 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 

we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for February 2) 


1. In 1 Corinthians 12 Paul likens the true 
Church to the body of Christ. Every atom 
in a body has a definite function, which is 
necessary for the perfect functioning of the 
whole. Every member of Christ’s body has 
a divinely appointed work, which is necessary 
to the perfect completeness of the work. of 
the Church. f ' 


2. No. In Luke 14:33 the Ameriean 
Standard Version uses the word “renounceth,” 
instead of the work “forsaketh,” which gives 
the real meaning; to renounce means to re- 
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linquish one’s claim. If you renounce home, 
business, property, loved ones, you cease to 
claim them as yours, they are God’s to be used 
as he wills, to be left in your possession or 


taken away according to his will: Thus you 
can obey. 
3. (1) The desire to fish (Luke 11: 133 


as 7:17). (2) Preparation and equipment: 
rayer (Gen. 24: 11-16) and the Word (Isa. 
55: 10-13; Heb. 4:12). (3) A place to fish 
(John 4: 35, 36; Matt. 13: 38). (‘The Testa- 
ment for Fishers of Men”; see note at end 
of Wade Smith’s lesson article.) 


4. Daniel 12:3 and James 5: 20. 


5. The personal call, when Andrew brought 
him to Jesus (John 1:41, 42). The call to 
leave all and to follow Jesus as his disciple, 
recorded in Luke 5, and also in Matthew and 
Mark. The call to apostleship, when the 
twelve were appointed. His special commis- 
sion after the resurrection of Christ, recorded 
in John 21. Some consider the call in Mat- 
thew 4 the second call, and that in Luke 5 
a third call. 

6. Peter showed his faith in obedience to 
the Lord, but the narrative would indicate that 
he did not expect a miracle. It overwhelmed 
him with astonishment. 

7. The three thousand saved at Pentecost 
through Peter’s . preaching. 

8. The miraculous draft of fishes after the 
resurrection, recorded in John 21. There it 
is said that though there were so many fish, 
yet the net did not break, perhaps indicating 
the difference between their ministry before 
the death of Christ and afterward. 


9. They murmured against him for forgiv- 
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ing the sins of the paralytic, saying that he 
blasphemed. They murmured against him for 
eating with publicans and sinners. They ‘were 
puzzled also because the Pharisees and the 
disciples of John the Baptist fasted and made 
= prayers, while Jesus’ disciples did not 
ast. 

10. He made a great feast for all his 
friends and invited the Lord, so that they 
might have an opportunity to hear the Gospel. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: 
(John 21 : 3). , 
Discussion: Some points in fish fishing 
that are like fishing for souls. 


Objective: Fishing with Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 28 : 18-20). 


“I go a fishing.’ — Peter 











AY, fellows, I like to fish. Fishing 

has been a fascinating pastime ever 
since I was a very small kid when my 
equipment consisted of a canebrake pole, 
a cotton string, a pebble sinker, and a bent- 
pin hook. I'll never forget the thrill of 
hooking and pulling in the sun perch that 
swam in the winding brook down in the 
meadow. Since then I have fished in 
streams and lakes and salt water in many 
places, I carry in the car wherever I 
go a fairly complete outfit—rods, reels, 
flies, and plugs, if haply I might light upon 
a place for my favorite sport. I like to 
fish for trout and bass and pickerel. Not 
so much the big fish of the salt waters, 
but the smaller ones, the wary ones of 
the streams and lakes, 

That gives Peter an additional charm 
for me. He fished for a living, it is true; 
but it afforded him relaxation and pleasure, 
too. Something about fishing eased his 
mind when he was tired wrestling with 
other problems. That explains John 21: 3, 
where we hear him exclaiming: “I go a 
fishing”! and the six other disciples chimed 
in: “And we are going with you!” It 
was after their Lord had risen from the 
dead and he was not yet ascended to the 
Father. They had seen him briefly on 
several occasions, but they knew not just 
what was going to happen next, and they 
were waiting around in great suspense. 
The strain was great. Then all of a sud- 
den, Peter breaks out: “I go a fishing’! 
Fishing, the old time sport. would be a 
diversion and a relief. The Lord could 
reappear to them out on the sea as well 
as anywhere else, and so it proved (John 
ar:4). 

Today’s lesson in the fifth chapter of 
Luke’s record tells us of one of Peter’s 
exciting fishing experiences, very early in 
his acquaintance with Jesus. The Lord was 
in the boat with Peter and told him to 
“let down your nets for a draught.” That 
“draught” meant a load; let down the nets 
for a load of fish. Peter was a knowing 
fisherman; he had netted in those waters 
all his life; he knew fishing conditions 
there by long experience. He had fished 
all the nizht before—the best time for 
fishing —and skillful though he was, he 
had caught nothing. The fish were just 
not running; and if they were not running 
last night they certainly would not be run- 
ning today. “Nevertheless,” he said, “be- 
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cause you command it, I will let down the 
net.” I believe that was simply out of 
respect for Jesus’ wishes; and I am quite 
confident that Peter was saying within him- 
self, “When I draw up this empty net, 
he will see I am right.” 

Then came the miracle. The net enclosed 
so many fishes that it began to rip, and 
Peter and Andrew had to shout to the 
men in the other ship to come quick and 
help them save the “draughts.” There were 
so many fishes taken from that net that 
both boats were filled, which weighted 
them so heavily there was danger of sink- 
ing. 

The wonder of it all so overcame Peter 
that he sank on his knees before the Lord 
and begged him to depart from him, “for,” 
said he, “I am a sinful man”! Then it 
was that the Lord revealed the purpose 
of the miracle. He wanted Peter to know 
that he could likewise do miracles in the 
lives of men; so he said to Peter, “Fear 
not; from henceforth thou shalt catch men.” 

About three years after that we find 
Peter, as recorded in the second chapter 
of Acts, delivering a great sermon in the 
power of this same Master Fisherman, 
which was used to bring about three thou- 
sand souls to Christ—a far greater mir- 
acle than taking in a netload of fishes out 
of (from a knowing fisherman’s viewpoint) 
an empty sea. 

Fellows, did you know that this same 
Lord Jesus, the Master Fisherman, will 
make you to become a fisher of men, if 
you are willing to “go a fishing” in his 
name? It is true. Try it. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


—_— 


Editor’s Note.—An edition of the New Testa- 
ment that is very useful in personal work is 
the “Fishers of Men Testament,” prepared by 
Wade C. Smith. Copies may be obtained at 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, at prices ranging from 60 
cents to $2.50; postage, 5 cents additional. 


+ 
For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Make a lake of blue paper, the shape of 
the Sea of Galilee. Then two little paper 
fishing boats right on the shore. If you 
have a sand table, this can be made more 
real, 











E’RE going to play this is the Sea 

of Galilee, sometimes called the Lake 
of Gennesaret, and these two little boats 
belong to Simon Peter and his brother 
Andrew, and to Mr. Zebedee and his two 
sons, James and John. 

One day, our Lord Jesus Christ was 
standing on the shore, preaching to the 
people, and the crowd was so great they 
almost crowded him into the lake. Were 
you ever in a big crowd? Then you know 
how the ones behind shove and push the 
ones in front, trying to see what is hap- 
pening. Jesus saw these two little boats 
standing on the shore, empty, for the men 
were near by, washing their nets. He went 
into Peter’s ship and asked him if he 
would thrust it out a little into the water, 
so the people would not crowd him so. 

This was done, and Christ sat down in 
the boat and began to teach the people. 
After he. was. through: speaking,.and the 
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crowd was beginning to leave, he said to 
Peter, “Go out into deep water, and let 
down your nets for fish.” Christ knew be- 
fore Peter answered him that they had 
fished all night and hadn’t caught a fish. 
But Peter was willing to obey what Christ 
said, and he said, “At thy word I will let 
down the net.” 

So the net was let down and so many 
fish were caught in it that it began to 
break. Can’t you see Peter waving and 
shouting to the men in the other boat to 
come and help him? They came, and both 
boats were loaded so full of fish that they 
settled down to the water’s surface, and 
they couldn’t carry any more. 

Then Peter fell down at Jesus’ feet, and 
begged him to leave, for Peter knew he was 
a-sinner. Isn’t it wonderful how just get- 
ting a look at Christ makes us see our 
sins? All the men were amazed at the 
miracle of the fish, and when they reached 
shore, they left everything, and Peter and 
Andrew and James and John followed 
Jesus, and were his disciples all the rest 
of their lives. 

A few days later, Jesus found another 
man in the city, sitting at his table where 
he collected taxes, and Jesus told him to 
follow, and Matthew, who was also called 
Levi, just left his job and followed Jesus, 
and he is the man who wrote the Gospel 
of Matthew. 

We're printing our Golden Text, “They 
forsook all, and followed him,” on these 
little paper boats. Take them home and 
tell the stofy of the lesson to some one 
who didn’t go to Sunday school today. I 
hope some of you are going to love the 
Lord Jesus so much that you will decide 
today to follow him, even if you must go 
far away over the ocean when you are 
grown up, to preach the Gospel. You can 
follow while you are little by loving him, 
and telling others about him, and obeying 
his commands. 


Mopesto, Cat. 





Teacher Training Questions 
By Clarence H. Benson 


of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





Once a month in this department Mr. Ben- 
son, who is also the Director of the Christian 
Education Course of the Moody Bible Institute, 
answers questions having to do with the 
whole field of teacher training. Please keep 
your questions as brief as possible, and limit 
them to your actual experiences and problems, 
addressing them to: Teacher Training Ques- 
tions, The Sunday School Times, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. (Books men- 
tioned in this department may be ordered from 
the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia.) 


What is the expense of the courses of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association?— 
V. E. 


HE Evangelical Teacher ‘Training As- 

sociation has for one of its main objects 
the provision of thorough training at mini- 
mum cost. The Standard Training Course, 
which aims to prepare and equip the church 
school teacher as thoroughly as the public 
school instructor, is now offered by a large 
number of Bible institutes, which make no 
charge for tuition. The colleges and the- 
ological seminaries that are members of the 
Association are also providing this valuable 
instruction without additional expense to 
the student. 
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The Preliminary Training Course can 
be secured under approved teachers for no 
further cost than the six manuals. in Bible 
(three units), Child Study, Pedagogy, and 
Sunday School Work, which can be pro- 
cured for $3. It is the splendid co-opera- 
tion of the Bible institutes and the gratui- 
tous service of the officers of the Association 
that permit a course of such high standard 
and. excellent character to be offered at a 
cost within the reach of every Sunday 
school teacher. (For the literature and 
any further information, write to the Evan- 
gelical Teacher Training Association, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago.) 





I have just been elected superintendent and 
will take up my duties the first of the year. 
There seem to be so many needs in our Sun- 
day school that I do not know just where to 
begin the program of betterment. Can you 
offer any suggestions?—W. E. L. 

EACHER training should be your first 

consideration. Years ago Marion 
Lawrance said, “The superintendent that 
gives his first and foremost attention to 
the selecting and training of a teaching 
staff will eventually be recognized as hav- 
ing a successful Sunday school,” and this 
statement is just as true today as it was 
then, Teacher training must precede and 
not follow an attempt to solve Sunday 
school problems, since “ninety per cent of 
the success of a school lies in the teach- 
ing.’ Unless your teachers already hold 
diplomas or certificates, a training class 
should be started at once. The Evangelical 
Teacher Training Association will lend you 
any needed assistance. 





How much time should be devoted to the 
teaching of the lesson? In our Sunday school 
they seldom begin on time, and so much of 
the period is spent in platform exercises that 
frequently we do not get more than twenty 
minutes for the lesson.—J. E. C. 


HEN we think of the hours devoted 

to secular subjects in the public 
school, it seems a tragedy that a Sunday 
school teacher should not be given more 
than twenty minutes for instructing the 
children in the Word of God. The respon- 
sibility, of course, lies with the superin- 
tendent, whose business it is to protect 
the teacher, not only by beginning promptly, 
but by curtailing the platform exercises 
sufficiently to give the teacher his full time. 
Where the teachers are trained and fully 


’ competent to make a wise use of their time, 


we believe that the minimum allowance 
for class work should be as follows: 
Primary Department — 30 minutes 
Junior Department — 35 minutes 
Intermediate Department — 40 minutes 
Senior, Young People, and Adult De- 
partments — 45 minutes 
In the Beginners and Primary Depart- 
ments, there may be piatform instruction 
of the lesson and the class period may be 
used only for expressional work. Thirty 
minutes for the latter in that case would 
be too long. The minimum allowance is 
for the period given over exclusively to 
the study of the lesson. 





Is it necessary to give so much attention to 
pla exercises when we have trained 
teachers?—F. A. H. 

HERE is no doubt that superintendents 
have come to monopolize an unneces- 
sarily large portion of the Sunday school 
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ground, preparation, and 
medical and surgical prac- 
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students and even children. 
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period from a feeling of distrust in the 
teachers’ competency, and that our training 
classes and schools have done much to 
inspire confidence in the teachers’ ability to 
make the most of their alloted time. But 
while platform instruction, where there are 
trained teachers, will be found unnecessary 
if not undesirable (except in the lower de- 
partments), nevertheless, the superintendent 
will need to give ample time and thought 
to an appropriate service of worship. If 
the Sunday school is the principal educa- 
tional agency of the church, it must concern 
itself with worship and expression as well 
as information. It is important that the 
pupils know about the Bible, but their 
knowledge of Bible truths should lead them 
to an intelligent exercise of worship and 
expression. In a real sense the Sunday 
school is engaged in training the entire 
church and community, and it must assume 
the obligation for training in worship. If 
the members of the Roman Catholic Church 
are more regular and apparently devout 
in their services of worship, it is only be- 
cause as children they were trained to be 
worshipful. As Protestant churches offer 
a program of worship that is almost ex- 
clusively for adult participation, it remains 
for the Sunday school, especially in the 
lower departments, to provide exercises that 
can be comprehended and appreciated by 
children. A superintendent should give no 
less care to the formation of his worship 
program than a pastor devotes to the :prep- 
aration of his morning service. ‘-Hymns 
and Scripture reading must be selected 
with thought and care, and as far as pos- 
sible the theme should be appropriate to 
the observances of the ecclesiastical year, 
or grow out of the subject of the lesson for 
the day. 





What course would you recommend for the 
Daily Vacation Bible School?—E. C. 


trent inquiries on this subject have 
already been received to which personal 
replies have been made. A discussion of 
materials will -be published a little later 
when the Vacation School will be more 

prominently in the thought of the churches, 


Out of the Limelight into the Light 
(Continued from second page) 


sor,” came the answer straight as a bullet, 
“have no idea whither God will lead her 
in the service of the Gospel.” 

After two months, when she was leaving 
the clinic, the Professor said to her: “Well, 
little Mrs. Anna, if I make my report to 
the theater on your condition, it must be 
that you are the only sane person here 
in the clinic. All the rest of us are out 
of our minds.” 

“I took this,” writes Anna Larssen, “as 
a declaration of unbelief’s bankruptcy be- 
fore a certain, though inexplicable, miracle 
of God.” 

. The great renunciation involved great 
difficulties. Theater folk are not of those 
who lay up treasure either in Heaven or 
on earth. When she left the clinic she ‘had 
seven cents in cash and a debt of 7,000 
crowns. The fine of 20,000. crowns was 
never assessed. That was a direct answer 
to prayer and fasting. When she reached 
home there awaited her a letter from a 
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Christian man in England with a check 
for 1,300 crowns to help her over the crisis. 
It read: 


“Dear Madam: I praise God for his 
great grace to you and that you are fol- 
lowing on to know him who is life eternal. 
I myself will pray, and ask London friends 
to pray, for yourself and for your old 
comrades on the stage. Believe me, Yours 
faithfully in the Lord, Cecil Polhill.” 


Even so it was necessary for her to sell 
her home and all that she had. They were 
put up at auction and she had the bitter 
experience of listening to the auctioneer’s 
voice, the fall of the hammer, the move- 
ments of stranger feet as they moved about 
in curiosity. This sale cleared her debt. 
“T recalled to the Lord the promise, ‘Every 
one that hath forsaken houses or lands for 
my name’s sake, shall receive an hundred- 
fold, and shall inherit everlasting life.’ ” 

She tried to teach, found pupils in French 
and Spanish. It limped. Now came the 
severest tests. Her strength had returned 
and with it the flame of her art began 
again to burn within her so as to give an 
almost physical pain. In the last three 
seasons she had played more than twenty 
roles. These rose up before her mind’s 
eye, especially at night. Was she called 
out of her life work to wither here in a 
lodging on Queen Olga Road? Every 
nerve in her body protested against this 
waiting. “I cannot bear it! I cannot!” 
She ‘talked with Mr. Barrett about it. After 
a ‘little discussion he said: “Would it not 
be possible to start a Christian theater, 
here in Copenhagen?” 

“The idea lit up my soul. 
theater, 
said.” 

“But the actors should be Christians,” 
returned Mr. Barrett. 

“Yes, naturally, they should be, other- 
wise it would not succeed.” 

“And the dramatists would have to send 
Christian plays.” 

“I thought immediately of Sarah Bern- 
hardt’s Easter play, La Samaritaine, which 
Edmond Rostand had written for her and 
which I would have so gladly played. It 
began to lighten again.” 

“And the director should be a Chris- 
tian.” 

“The last ray of light went out of me. 
We- would have only Christians in the 
audience.. Others would not come.” 

“T believe that God has a better. platform 
for you than that,” ‘said her spiritual ad- 
viser. 

Offers streamed in to her from various 
theaters, one from Adam Poulsen, a friend 
of long standing and famous in the pro- 
fession. She declined and received this 
reply: 

“Dear Fru Larssen: Thank you for 
your letter. It made me more happy than 


if you had accepted. With kind greetings, 
Adam P.” 


“I keep that letter as a little jewel,” she 
writes. The great actor in his heart of 
hearts knew that she was right and hoped 
that she would stand firm. 

The Director of the Royal Theater, Copen- 
hagen, enticed her with flattering monetary 
terms and réles which would be quiet and 
suitable for a Christian woman.. The great 
Norwegian actress, Betty Henning, urged 
her ‘to accept. . “Her. gifts were from God. 


A Christian 
‘Would that it were possible!’ I 
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It could not be his will that she should 
bury them.” Other old friends added their 
welcome back to the stage, and a film com- 
pany proposed a 20,000 crown engagement. 
All in vain. 

But an offer came to give readings in 
Norway from Hans Christian Andersen 
and Paludan-Moller. Full houses every- 
where greeted the famous woman. After 
the readings she would add a few personal 
words regarding her own salvation through 
Christ. “I felt that God gave to this wit- 
ness his special blessing.” Many came to 
her afterward in deepest agitation. Thus, 
in Trondhjem, a business man some days 
later told her that he had been drawn to 
the readings wholly out of curiosity, that 
God was the last thing that interested him. 
But her little testimony had struck him 
down like lightning and he was now un- 
speakably happy as a disciple of Jesus. 

After a little this slight tie was cut be- 
tween herself and her art, and she began 
holding tent meetings with the aid of her 
husband, Mr. Bjorner, a like-minded serv- 
ant of Christ. They had a little Gospel 
wagon with kitchen and beds, in which they 


_ lived and went from place to place through 


the country. Their teaching was blessed 
and souls were saved. Later they gathered 
together many of these new converts in 
a church built by humble Christians in the 
Triangle quarter of Copenhagen. 

This brilliant woman with the deep eyes, 
deep as wells, has been brought out of 
the world to be a witness to the deep 
things of the Word and of Christian experi- 
ence. Her newly published autobiography, 
Teater og Tempel (“Theater and Temple’), 
is vivid, brilliant, true. It is a great docu- 
ment of the Christian life which has not 
yet been, but should be speedily translated 
for the instruction and encouragement of 
a larger world than that of Scandinavia 
where it is now being widely read. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 9. Stoning the Prophets, Matt. 23: 
29-39. 





Sunday, February 2 


Purposes of Our Society 
(1 Cor. 12: 1-12) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—Emphasize church attendance (Heb. 
10 : 24, 25). 

Tues.—Emphasize imitation of 
(Phil. 2: 1-5). 

Wed.—A consecrated life (Rom. 12:1, 2). 

Thurs.—Emphasize responsibility (Luke 
19 212, 13, 15-26). 

Fri—Emphasize growth (2 Pet. 1 : 1-9). 

Sat.—Emphasize Bible study (Psa. 1 : 1-6). 


Christ 











NE week ago, at the beginning of 

Christian Endeavor Week, we thought 
something about the basic principles of 
our church. Now, on Christian Endeavor 
Day, we are to consider some of the rea- 
sons that led to the formation of the first 
Christian Endeavor Society on February 2, 
fifty-five years ago, and the principles that 
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Lesson for February 2 


were set down as essential for that first 
Society. 
4 


Dr. Francis Edward Clark, the founder 
of the Society, tells us in the “Christian 
Endeavor Manual,” that there had. been 
a series of special meetings in the Willis- 
ton Congregational Church of Portland, 
Maine, where he was the pastor. Some 
thirty or forty young people had accepted 
the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour 
and were entering upon their Christian 
life. Their pastor realized that the pink 
teas and socials and church entertainments 
that were commonly supposed to be indis- 
pensable, if young people were to be held 
in the church, were inadequate to provide 
the spiritual exercise and wholesome Chris- 
tian habits that would stimulate normal, 
healthy Christian growth. 

And so, discarding the weak and inef- 
fective means that had proved inadequate 
to hold young people, he brought before 
them a plan whose primary aim was to 
seek first the Kingdom of God and his 
righteousness. Although other things might 
be added, such as social and musical fea- 
tures, they were to be made secondary and 
kept subordinate. The weekly prayer meet- 
ing was to be the heart of the new organ- 
ization, and daily prayer and the reading 
of the Bible were to be made of prime 
importance. The new organization was to 
find its activity in carrying out the will 
- of the Lord Jesus to the best of its abil- 
ity and being the hands and feet of the 
church of which it was a part, and in run- 
ning its errands. 

ye 


Four essential principles became the key- 
notes that were adopted by this first group 
of young people and later by other groups 
that follawed their example. They were: 

1. Confession of Christ. 

2. Service for Christ. 

3. Loyalty to Christ’s church. 

4. Fellowship with Christ’s people. 

Let us check up our own péafrticular 
society against these basic principles. Have 
we departed from them in any way? If 
so, what can we do to bring our society 
once more into line with those things for 
which. Christian. Endeavor was begun? 

Is the prayer meeting central in our soci- 
ety, or, are the social activities crowding 
out the prayer meeting? There are many 
ways in which it wili be evident if this 
latter is true. The attendance at the weekly 
prayer meeting as compared to the attend- 
ance at the social activities will be one 
barometer. The way in which members 
freely participate:-will be another indicator. 

How much time is given during the 
weekly prayer meeting hour to announce- 
ments of social activities, for conversation, 
and the like, and for things that really 
do not contribute to spiritual growth? 
Young people need social contact and so- 
cial activity, but to allow them to crowd 
out the more worth while things is like 
permitting a boy or girl to play and exer- 
cise without taking time for meals and rest. 

Notice, too, that confession of Christ 
was the first condition of membership in 
the first Christian Endeavor Society. Its 

’ founder saw clearly that salvation must 
come before service. Is this true in your 
society today, or are you laboring under 
the mistaken idea that Christians can be 


wy! ) 
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made by giving unsaved persons work to 
do for Christ? 


This Christian Endeavor day will be a 
good time upon which to review the Chris- 
tian Endeavor pledge, which each mem- 
ber of your society should have taken. It 
will be helpful to have all read it together, 
and then to have a few moments for 
silence when all can think soberly what 
this pledge means. Then, perhaps it might 
be well to have each individual quietly re- 
new his covenant. 

It may be that your society is not a 
Christian Endeavor society. If not, then 
your pastor can help you ascertain the cir- 
cumstances under which your particular 
society is formed, and the principles for 
which it stands. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





4 Children at Home 





How Snowball Came Home 
Founded on fact 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


E WAS a “proud, mysterious cat,” and 

his name was Snowball. Denny com- 
plained of the name; for, as every little 
boy knows, a snowball is round and. hard 
and very, very cold, while the cat was 
long and soft and warm, and as black as 
jet all over, except for one paw and a 
few white hairs under his chin. But Bruce 
had named him, and the name stuck. 

Denny loved Snowball above all his pets 
and playthings. He fed him and cuddled 
him and romped with him, and even went 
to sleep with the big cat curled on a 
cushion at the foot of his little bed. Al- 
ways in the morning Snowball was right 
there, fast asleep; but what Denny never 
knew was that as soon as he was in the 
land of Nod, pussy shot through the open 
window, crawled down the roof, and made 
the night miserable for the rest of the 
family and the neighbors. 

Something had to be done, so Bruce 
took matters into his own hands. A big 
canvas bag, a stout string,— and the next 
time Bruce went with his father on the 
eighty-five mile trip over the desert to 
the hills, there was an unwilling stowaway 
in the back of the car. 

The road wound on and on over the 
sagebrush ; and Bruce and his father talked 
about geography and history and the In- 
dians and geology and botany and farming; 
only Bruce didn’t know that he was hav- 
ing lessons in all these subjects — just Dad 
and he talking in the most interesting way. 
Before he knew it, the little hill town was 
right below them, so small that Bruce 
said a person needed a microscope to see 
it! Dad’s business was finished, a good 
warm dinner at the stuffy little hotel, and 
back home again before nightfall. 

This time there was no stowaway; but 
neither had Bruce found a real home for 
Snowball. Homes were so scattered, so 
few and far between, and the time so 
short! At last the boy had carried the 
wiggly bag into the station, and left the 
cat in the warm waiting room with a 
bountiful dinner of meat scraps and bread 
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? Strange Short Stories 


BY THE DOCTOR” 


By Dr. Walter Wil- 
son, Bible Teacher 
and authoft of ‘‘ The 
Romance of a Doc- 
tor’s Visits,’’ etc. 


This book contains 
about thirty thrilling, 
short messages on 
such strange topics 
as ‘‘Ants Go to Pic- 
nics,’’ ‘*Old Shoes,’’ 
**Dogs Stay Dogs,’’ 
“Tree Leaves,” 
‘The Biggest Hang- 
ing of All,”’ ete. 








“Dr. Wilson 
Most ideal for shut-ins, children, young 
people, teachers, soul-winners, and all public 
speakers. Each book contains a nice picture 
of the author. 
Price, 35c per copy, 3 copies $1.00, 10 copies $2.50 
FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH PUBLISHERS, Findlay, 0. 





Have you ever heard of a bapry man? Then read 
of one in M. E. RIXSON’S 

“THE LOVE STORY OF A HAPPY MAN,’’ 
Author of ‘‘ Glorious Stars.”” 

M. E. RIXSON, North Caldwell, N. J. 


Is The ARK &> 
in ETHIOPIA © 


Is Isaiah’s Prophecy concerning invasion 
of Ethiopia by an air force being fulfilled P 
Will the Ark go back to Jeru 

These and other intensely interesting questions are 

considered in the latest con Light kiet, ‘Is 

‘The Ark of The Covenant in Ethiopia?” by Arthur 

E. Bloomfield. Gives a new conception of the pres- 

ent situation in that country. 

First Edition sold out. Second edition 
new on press. Orders pouring in from 

all over the country. ‘ost . & 
cents. Send your order in today. 


INTERSTATE EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, Inc. 
408-B Temple Bidg. Rochester, N. Y. 




















LAW AND GRACE 


THE EIGHTFOLD SACRIFICE OF CHRIST 
shown on outline charts. Both for 2 cents. 


ROGER TOBEY - = = Falmouth, Mass. 





Sunday School Convention 
Oslo 19 Visitors are cordially invited 


to use our Head ce in 

Oslo as their Headquarters and mailing address. 

Send for free pregram of most comprehensive 
inexpensive Tours. 


BENNETT'S TRAVEL BUREAU 
Founded in Oslo, 1850. 
The leading Scandinavian Travel Specialists 
580 Sth Avenue (cor. 47th) NEW YORK CITY 


“WAYSIDE HYMNS No. 2” 


Containing NEW material only. Unusuai collection 
of Fundamentally sound, Heart-warming, Spirit-filled, 
Sermons in Song, Solos, Duets, Quartets, Choruses. 
Send 25 cents, stamp or coin, for copy. 
Five (5) copies for $1.00. Postpaid. 


G. C. TULLAR 658ikt 


x 246-M 
ORANGE, N. J. 
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-UNIFORM SUNDAY 
SCHOOL LESSONS 
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OVER A MILLION 
SOLD 


JESUS 
IS COMING 


W. E. BLACKSTONE 


Dr. R. A. Torrey said: 


** The book that brought me to 
definite convictions and made 
them not only clear but very 
beautiful . . . it had a decided 
influence on my life.” 


Paper, 50 cents; Cloth, 75 cents 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York 




















to keep him busy. Surely some one, per- 
haps the stationmaster himself, when he 
came back and found a handsome black 
cat, would adopt him! 

About supper time, a few evenings later, 
Denny sat playing with Fuzzy Wuzzy, his 
new maltese kitten, when a scratch and a 
familiar “meow” made every one jump to 
his feet. The door was flung open, and 
there stood Snowball, as sleek and -black 
and plump as ever. Bruce was too aston- 
ished to speak; but Nancy, his high school 
sister, exclaimed, “Cats, like chickens, come 
home to roost!” Brother Bill included both 
her and. Snowball in a scornful glance. 
Father said they would have to rename 
the cat “Boomerang.” Denny didn’t under- 
stand any of this. nonsense, but it was he, 
crying and laughing all together in his 
joy, who went with Mother for a saucer 
of bread. and milk. 

“Well, now that the poor cat has come 
all that long way, he has earned the right 
to stay,” said .Mother.. But after this, 
Fuzzy Wuzzy slept on the cushion, and 
Snowball in the padlocked woodshed. 

It was not till a week later that the secret 
of pussy’s return was found out. The more 
the family talked about it, the more cer- 
tain every one was that Snowball couldn’t 
have walked all those long miles back over 
the desert and reached home in such fine 
condition. . 

One day Bruce had an idea. He went 
straight down to the station and talked 
with the conductor (who was the brake- 
man, too) of a little twice-a-week train 
which ran up into the sagebrush; and he 
came home with a mysterious smile on his 
face. 

“Anyone give me a nickel to know how 
the cat got home?” he teased. 

“Well, Snowball has been such a model 
cat lately, and Denny is so happy, I guess 
it’s worth that,much,” answered father. 
believe it, but he was a 

this time from choice. 
up there in Redfoot saw 
him on the pla##form and tossed him some 

i ig; and after the train got 
started, he fo#fAd him in the baggage car, 
curled up as Momfy as you please on the 
mailsack. Hée@§thought he would take him 
home with hif#, when he got down here, 
but when the in pulled in, and the car 
door was o , Snowball shot out like 
a bullet, and he’s wondered ever since where 
re went. Says he won’t charge any fare 
or him this time, but the next time he 
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rides the train, we’re not likely to see him 


again, as he is going to keep him.” 


Every one smiled then, and it almost 
seemed as though Snowball had the broad- 
est smile of all on his face. Anyway, he 
has lived happy ever after, 


BEAVERTON, ORE, 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 
on the International Uniform Sunday School 
ns, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 
January 27 to February 2 

Mon.—Luke 5§:1-11. Jesus Enlists Helpers, 

Prayer Succestions: After three calls 
to “follow” Christ the disciples yielded to 
the persuasions of divine love. Slow in- 
deed are ransomed souls to say joyfully, 
“Here am I, send me.” Prompt exchange 
of self-life for the life of Christ brings one 
into true blessedness. The soul yielding to 
Christ, to be “alway, only, all for Him,” 
enters the portals of rest, peace, and power. 
Pray for divine grace to shake off the dust 
of inactivity. 
Tues.—Luke 5 : 27-32. Jesus Calls Levi. 

Prayer Succestions: “Levi... left all, 
rose up, and followed him.” Levi's illumi- 
nated eyes saw the futility of fleshly honor. 
His heart was won, and his soul fully 
yielded. The love of Christ constrained 
him to be one hundred per cent for the 
Lord. He left all that stood in the way 
of gladsome service of Christ. Separation 
from clashing enterprises was immediate 
and joyful. Pray that your heart may be 
fully yielded to the perfect will of God. 


Wed.—Matthew 9 : 35-38. The Need of Helpers. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Pray ye 
THEREFORE.” The need of prayer 
helpers at this moment is overwhelming. 
The great need is divinely equipped men. 
These are called in answer to prayer. God’s 
men are prayed-out men. Moses and 
Aaron. were given in answer to prayer (1 
Sam, 12:8). Paul, Barnabas, and others 
of note were thus provided. The present 
Church has compelling reasons to pray for 
God-appointed laborers. “The harvest truly 
is plenteous, but the labourers are few; 
pray ye therefore.” Pray for new and 
mighty servants cailed of God. 


Thurs.—Matthew 10 : 1-15. 
The Twelve Commissioned. 
PrayER SvucGcestions: “These twelve 
Jesus sent forth.” God-sent men are the 
fruitage of earnest, united prayer. When 
the Church gets on her knees, God will 
give her notable sons and daughters. One 
God-sent man is worth ten thousand self- 
appointed men. “No man taketh this hon- 
our unto himself, but he that is called of 
God” (Heb.'5:4). Christ’s headship of 
the Church is real. Pray that you may be 
kept true to your marching orders. 


Fri.—Luke 10: 1-12. The Seventy Sent Forth. 

Prayer SuGcestions: “The Lord ap- 
pointed other seventy also.” There is 
needed a new and mightier contingent of 
divinely appointed workers. - The times 
require men of..Peter-like - consecration; 
missionaries like Paul and Barnabas; and 
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Such men 
Pray to 


pastors like Timothy and Titus. 
are made in the closet of prayer. 
yield “all for Jesus.” 


Sat.—Mark 6 : 30-44. Helpers in Service. 
Prayer Succestions: “Come .. . apart 
. and rest a while.” Satan wears out 
his slaves. God never does work His 
servants to a frazzle. Satan drives; Christ 
leads. Our Lord has a place in his scheme 
of love for mental, physical, and spiritual 
refreshment. He gives ample opportunity 
for balanced communion and labor. His 
yoke is easy, and his burden is light. Pray 
to have zeal that is according to Scriptural 
knowledge. 


Sun.—Isaiah 62 : 6-12. God’s Care, 

Prayer Succestions: “Thy God [shall] 
rejoice over thee” (v. 5). God’s care is 
both present and personal. “The Lord 
taketh pleasure in them that. fear him” 
(Psa. 147:11). “The Lord hath sworn 
by his right hand, and by the arm of his 
strength” to protect his people. God is the 
shepherd of his saints. “Trust in him at 
all times; ye people, pour out your heart 
before him: God is a refuge for us” (Psa. 
62:8). Pray with all prayer in your com- 
bat for spiritual triumph, 
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